ons. 
ath 
nen 

the 
nan 
rom 
The 
nen 
and 
uth, 
ery 
eful 
run 

are 
one 
one. 


ond. 
ith, 
sus, 
best 
tion 
ief- 
ex- 
mi- 
‘irst 
em- 
; to 


wrist 


Se a 


S¥X3L OOVA 


Vy = Ve aS 





‘ 


Che one School 


matter July 16, 1879, at the post office at Philadelphia, Pe.. under 


Copyright, 1957, by The Suntey Scheel 


vA fiY j 


TIOWELL BIBLE LISRARY 


Entered as second-class 


of March in res Entered as second-class matter at the post 





ce, Ottawa, Canada. 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 
Times Co,, 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5,Pa., U.S.A 


Philadelphia, December 21, 1957 


Volume Ninety-nine, No, 51 


$4.00 a year, in clubs, $3.00 
See page 1003 





Lesson for January 5 in this issue 





Lesson 1.—The Church’s One Foundation. 
Matthew 16:13-19; Ephesians 2:19-22; 
Colossians 1:15-20. 


Notes on Open Letters: , 


Does the Bible Speak on Space 
Travel? .. 
A Series on Child Training (Announce- 
ment) ‘ 
The Peril of Peace ‘Without Victory. IV. 
By Vance Havner . 991 


A Survey of Religious Life and Thought. 

By Wilbur M. Smith, D.D. 
An Unusual Birth Announcement. By 

“Mrs. George T. B. Davis 994 
Prayer for Missions on New Year’s Day 994 
International Uniform Lesson 995-1002 
With the New Books . 1002 
The Sunday School Times Lesson List 

for 1958 . . 
C.E. Topic—Who Do You Think You Are? 

By John W. Lane, Jr. . 1003 
For Family Worship. By Ernest M. Wads- 

worth, D.D. ........ : 1004 


“Go Ye Into All the World” 
By Lillian M. Weeks 


CHURCH of God, the day of grace 
is passing, 
O Church of God, hear ye, the Lord’s 
command; 
Go take the Gospel story to the dying, 
Send the message of His love to every 
land. 


If you spurn His pleading you will lose 
your vision, 
For a church without a mission to the 
lost 
Is like a lighthouse with no burning 
beacon. 
Oh, hear and heed whatever be the 
cost. 


The Saviour shed His precious blood for 
sinners, 
His great desire is that all men may 
know; 
And so, O Church of God, proclaim the 
story, 
To all the world, oh, hear His voice 
and GO. 


1002 


‘ 
John Wesley on Unity 
“Endeavoring to keep the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace” is part 
of the Christian’s duty (Eph. 4:3). The 
Apostle Paul prefaced this admonition 
to the Ephesian church by writing: “I 


* 
” 


therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, be- 
seech you that ye walk worthy of the 
vocation wherewith ye are called, with 
all lowliness and meekness, with long- 
suffering, forbearing one another in 
love”; and he went on to say, “There is 
one body, and one Spirit, even as ye 
are called in one hope of your calling; 
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one 
God and Father of all, who is above all, 
and through all, and in you all.” This 
sevenfold unity is very impressive, and 
it refers to all those everywhere who 
are regenerated by the Spirit: through 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Unfor- 
tunately, in these days this Scriptural 
union has been, outwardly, shattered 
by many divisions and subdivisions. It 
will never be possible on this earth for 
all Christians to see “eye to eye,” but 
when they agree on the fundamentals 
of the faith they can work together. 
The love of God shed abroad in the 
heart is the divine oil that prevents 
friction in a family, a church, or any 
Christian organization and there is al- 
ways need for forbearance. Those who 
have read John Wesley’s Journals know 


that he had a concise, vigorous, cate- 
gorical style, and his convictions were 
strong. His pointed comments on men, 
books, movements, and false cults are 
priceless. On the subject of Christian 
unity he once wrote: “To all opinions 
which do not strike at the root of Chris- 
tianity, we think and let think. I will 
not quarre] with you about any opin- 
ion. Only see that your heart be right 
toward God, that you know and love 
the Lord Jesus Christ; that you love 
your neighbor and walk as your Master 
walked; and I desire no more. I am 
sick of opinions. My soul loathes this 
frothy food. Give me solid and sub- 
stantial religion; give me a humble, 
gentle lover of God and man; a man 
full of mercy and good fruits, without 
partiality and without hypocrisy; a man 
laying himself out in the work of 
faith, the patience of hope, the labor 
of love. Let my soul be with these 
Christians, wheresoever they are and 
whatsoever opinion they are of. Who- 
soever thus doeth the will of my Father 
who is in Heaven, the same is my 
brother, sister, and mother.” 


The Prince of Peace and the 


C a C s e@ 
oming \risis 
, By Oliver W. Price, Th.M. 


HE Wise Men’s inquiry at Jeru- 

salem concerning the birthplace of 

the King of the Jews, whose star 
they had seen in the east, struck a note 
of fear in the historic capital of Juda- 
ism. “When Herod the king had heard 
these things, he was troubled, and all 
Jerusalem with him” (Matt, 2:3). We 
can understand Herod’s disturbance, but 
what about the rest of Jerusalem? Did 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Behold my servant, whom I 
have chosen; ... I will put my 
spirit upon him, and ‘he shall 
shew jwigment to the Geiitiles” 
(Matt. 12:18). 
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they fear the woes that might come 
with the advent of their Messiah? Was 
their conscience perturbed at the 
thought that the long-awaited Deliverer 
had really come?. Probably they were 
afraid of the cruelties of Herod that 
they anticipated. If so, their fears were 
fully justified by the cruel slaughter of 
the infants, 

It was not accidental that the birth 
of the Prince of Peace was soon fol- 
lowed by the desperate bloody effort 
to destroy Him. He was never received 
with lukewarm indifference. His min- 
istry plunged His nation into a crisis 
marked by violent debate, worried con- 
ferences among His religious adver- 
saries, and renewed attempts on His 
life. When Christ Jesus cleansed the 
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Temple with a scourge in His hand, it 
was quite obvious that His approach to 
peace was not by the route of appease- 
ment. John the Baptist; who came be- 
fore Christ to prepare the hearts of the 
people for His coming, was beheaded at 
the order of Herod. John had been 
forthright, too, in dealing with the sins 
of the day. Jesus saw the end of His 
own ministry foreshadowed in the mur- 
der of John. 


The peace on earth and good will , 


toward men that Christ Jesus came to 
bring has its roots in righteousness not 
compromise, Thus John came before 
Him as “the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the 
Lord, make his paths straight” (Mark 
1:3). Man confronted with the right- 
eousness of God either repents or rebels. 
A minority accepted Christ, but the 
majority of the nation rejected Him. 
Divided deeply and bitterly on other 
issues, the religious parties were 
strangely united in this decision, “We 
will not have this man to reign over 
us” (Luke 19:14). 

Jesus knew His preaching would not 
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bring peace on earth while-sin remained 
unjudged. Fully aware of the strife 
that would culminate in His crucifixion, 
He said, “Think not that I am come to 
send peace on earth: I came not to send 
peace, but a sword” (Matt. 10:34). The 
world has not yet accepted God’s judg- 
ment on sin at the cross, so the con- 
flict rages unabated. Meanwhile, the 
invention of destructive weapons has 
brought the search for world peace in 
our time to the brink of desperation. 
This Christmas our daily papers will, 
doubtless, carry their annual survey of 
world conditions in relation to peace. 
Again we will be reminded that the 
world is still far from obtaining the 
peace on earth. that the angels an- 
nounced at the birth of our Lord. The 
average reader. is left wondering how 
to explain the apparent discrepancy. 
One Liberal minister capitalized on this 
question, taking the occasion to present 
his own antidote for war. His ad in 
the local paper was titled, “Old Time 
Religion Hasn’t Stopped War.” Point- 
ing out that the Biblical hope of peace 


(Continued on page 1003) 








Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


Does the Bible Speak 
on Space Travel? 


‘Do the foremost students of Bible 
prophecy find anything in their 
studies of the Scriptures that could 
be construed as man traveling in space? 
Do they think that God will permit 
man to discover the secrets of space 
travel fully and to travel outside the 
orbit of this planet? Or to other 
planets? 

As a mere layman, my personal 
feeling is that the answer to these 
questions is “no.” It simply does not 
seem reasonable to me that since man 
has not been able to live in an orderly 
manner on this earth God would per- 
mit him to tamper with the whole 
universe and go into outer space. Just 
as an example of what he might do, 
consider these television programs: 
Captain Midnight and Rocky Jones. 

I am much interested in knowing 
what the experts have to say about 
this—A Kansas reader. 

The Editor wrote to three men for 
whose knowledge of the Scriptures he 
has great respect and in whose judg- 
ment he has full confidence: Dr, Wil- 
liam Culbertson, president of the Moody 
Bible Institute, Chicago; Dr. Alva J. 
McClain, president of Grace Theological 
Seminary, Winona Lake, Ind.; and Dr. 
John F. Walvoord, president of Dallas 
Theological Seminary, Dallas, Tex. He 
is in agreement with their replies which 
follow in the same order. 


Dr, CULBERTSON 
“While, frankly, I have not tried to 
look deeply into the question which you 
raise as Bible prophecy and man’s pos- 


sibly traveling in space, I can say; on 
the basis of such limited thought as I 
have been able to give to it, that I know 
of nothing in the Bible that is related 
to, the subject. At the same time, I 
would acknowledge that in my heart 
and mind is the question of how far 
the Lord will let men go before He 
brings down the curtain on human effort 
and brings in the millennium. In any 
case, all these things that are going on 
today are a clarion call to be ready for 
the coming of the Lord.” 


Dr. McCLain 

“I know of nothing in Scripture that 
would enable anyone to assert dog- 
matically how far the ingenuity of man 
may be permitted to go in the matter 
of travel through space. In the light 
of divine revelation, however, we can 
say with assurance that whatever skills 
a sinful world may acquire in that di- 
rection, such travel will never be en- 
tirely free from heart-breaking disas- 
ters, nor will it be used wholly for 
beneficent purposes, until God takes 
charge of human affairs, as He will 
when our Lord Jesus returns to estab- 
lish His Kingdom upon earth. In the 


_meantime, what is now being .accom- 


plished by men should be regarded as 
only a shadow of those greater and bet- 
ter things which belong to ‘the age to 
come.’” , 
Dr. WALvooRD 

“The ’Scriptures are occypied princi- 
pally with unfolding the divine revela- 
tion of grace in Christ for a lost world. 


December 21, 1957 


Geographically Scriptures center in Je- 
rusalem and the land promised to Israel, 
Areas of the world not directly related 
to the plan and purpose of God are 
therefore given little or no divine reve- 
lation. It would therefore follow that 
such a phenomenon as man traveling 
in space would not be the subject of 
divine revelation any more than many 
other modern inventions. There does 
not seem to be any moral or spiritual 
significance in the natural tendency of 
man to extend the borders of his ex- 
perience. Earth is properly the present 
dwelling place of man, however, ‘and it 
is doubtful whether science in its pres- 
ent or future discoveries will be able 
safely to transplant man for any useful 
purpose outside the orbit of our planet.” 


A Series on Child Training 


AST spring Mrs. Billy Graham 

handed the Editor a booklet called 
“How Should a Child Be Trained?” by 
the Rev. J. C. Ryle, D.D., bishop of 
Liverpool in the last century. Mrs, 
Graham (mother of four children) said 
that she and her husband thought it 
was one of the best things they had 
found on the subject. The Editor and 
his wife (parents of six) read it aloud 
and are glad to recommend it heartily, 
especially to Christian parents of young 
children, ‘ 

Beginning with the well-known text, 
Proverbs 22:6; Bishop Ryle develops his 
theme in short sections under seven- 
teen headings, such as “Train up your 
child with all tenderness, affection, and 
patience,” “Train them to a habit of 
prayer,” “Train them to a habit of 
faith,” “Train them to a habit of obe- 
dience.” The booklet was apparently 
first published in 1844, when Dr. Ryle 
was rector of Helmingham; and re- 
printed more than twenty-five years 
ago by the Mennonite Publishing House, 
but now out of print. Therefore the 





Editor is glad to share it with Sunpay | 


ScHooL Times readers in a series of 
eight or ten articles, beginning in the 
issue of January 4. 

This little handbook on child training 
has a strong message which is much 
needed in these days of lack of disci- 
pline and juvenile delinquency. The 
series in the Trmes gives subscribers an 
opportunity to introduce the paper to 
their friends by giving them, or per- 
suading them to take, 13-weeks sub- 
scriptions (which will cover the series) 
at $1 each ($1.10 in Canada). For each 
three new subscriptions the Tmes will 
give free a copy of the book “The Dawn 
of the Scarlet Age,” studies in the Book 
of Revelation by Edgar Ainslie. Sub- 
scriptions should be sent immediately, 
mentioning the Ryle series, to The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 325 N. 13th 
St.,. Philadelphia 5. ‘ 
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IV. The Peril of Peace Without Victory 


“In war there is no substitute for 
victory” — General MacArthur 


E ARE familiar with the 
W analogy between the journey of 

the Israelites from Egypt to 
Canaan and that of the Christian from 
the Egypt of sin to the Promised Land 
of a victorious life. _We have been 
warned against wandering in the wil- 
derness, looking back to the fleshpots 
of Egypt, murmuring as they murmured, 
listening to the voice of the fearful ten 
spies, lusting after strange gods, and 
all the other evils that caused the gen- 
eration that came out with Moses to 
die in the wilderness. Many indeed 
are those who linger at Kadesh-barnea 
or stand on Jordan’s stormy banks, cast- 
ing a wishful eye to Canaan's fair and 


_happy land where their possessions lie. 


We have no business living like that 
when God brought us out that He might 
bring ‘us in and we have only to follow 
our Joshua, the Captain of our salva- 
tion, into the possession of our heritage. 

But there is another chapter in this 
story that gets little attention. After 
the Israelites entered ‘tthe land they 
did not possess all of it. They made 
a league with the crafty Gibeonites and 
did* not exterminate the tribes in the 
land as God had bidden them to do, 
They allowed to survive that which the 
Lord had commanded them to destroy 
and those tribes became thorns in their 
sides and their gods became a snare 
(Judges 2:3). Indeed, all the misery of 
the Book of Judges can be traced back 
to the mistakes in the Book of Joshua. 
When the Israelites were made aware 
of their failure in this matter by an 
angel from Heaven, they wept greatly 
so that the place was called Bochim. 


No Substitute for Victory 

Much has been said about wilderness 
wanderers among us and too much can- 
not be said, for their number is legion. 
But somebody needs to call to repent- 
ance another multitude today that has 
gotten out of Egypt and out of the wil- 
derness and into the land only to fall 
into the same snare that trapped the 
believers of Joshua’s day. Now these 
things happened to them for ensamples 
and we do well to compare Deuteron- 
omy 7 with God’s warning to us as in 
2 Corinthians 6:14 to 7:1. 

There is a term much in use nowa- 
days which just about sums up the mis- 
take of Israel in the land. We hear 
much about “peaceful coexistence,” our 
endeavor to get along with Commu- 
nism in the same world. The Commu- 
nists invented the term. The policy 
has never worked and never will, One 
might as well try to coexist peacefully 


In this last article of his series of 
four, Mr. Havner sounds a chal- 
lenge to that class of church mem- 
bers who may make a public act 
of surrender, but then do nothing 
about it. They are content to go 
along in their humdrum, routine 
way and want peaceful coexistence 
with many forms of error and evil. 
A good text for his sermon would 
be: “Awake to righteousness, and sin 
not; for some have not the knowl- 
edge of God: I speak this to your 
shame” (1 Cor. 15:34). 








with cancer. Communism is a moral 
cancer, and if we do not do something 
about cancer it will do something to us. 
Coexistence we have, but not peaceful 
coexistence, for that cannot be. We 
have fought wars without winning them 
and Communism has won wars without 
fighting them. Nothing suits her pur- 
pose better than peaceful coexistence, 
for she wins more in a cold war than 
she could in a hot one. We are living 
at a truce, as it were, and General 
Douglas MacArthur said it once for all 
when he declared, “In war there is no 
substitute for victory.” 

’ The mistake of Israel"in the Land was 
in following the same policy of peace 
without victory. They tolerated what 
they should have exterminated. They 
put up with something they should 
have put out. Even Joshua was de- 
ceived by the Gibeonites who came 
“wilily.” It was stopping short of vic- 
tory. There was peace after a fashion, 
but it was the peace of compromise and 
appeasement. 

The Christian life is a fight and we 
are soldiers, not diplomats. If we do 
not win we lose. “(For the weapons 
of our warfare are not carnal, but 
mighty through God to the pulling down 
of strong holds;) casting down imagina- 
tions, and every high thing that exalt- 
eth itself against the knowledge of God, 
and bringing. into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ” (2 
Cor. 10:4, 5). That is total victory! We 
are not here to arrange a truce but to 
achieve a triumph. 

There is no peaceful co-existence with 
the world, for the friend of the world 
is the enemy of God. There is no sub- 
stitute for victory over the flesh, for we 
are to put “on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and make not provision for the flesh.” 
There is no armistice with Satan, for he 
goes about as a roaring lion, and there 
is no peaceful coexistence with a lion 
on the loose. . 


By VANCE HAVNER 


The Devil is also disguised as an angel 
of light and as a mock angel he creeps 
in like the Gibeonites, who came 
“wilily.” In fact, we are warned against 
his “wiles.” There is grave danger 
that the church today shall relax her 
stand and decide in the name of tol- 
erance to try to get along with her erst- 
while foes. There were, no doubt, some 
sentimental people in Israel who de- 
cided that there had been enough fight- 
ing and that now was the time to get 
along with their neighbors. It certainly 
looked more serene and peaceful than 
taking off to battle every morning. It 
was less rigorous—and why not enjoy 
the peace and security they had been 
so long in attaining? But it was a 
ghastly mistake, and as soon as Joshua 
died there arose a generation that knew 
not the Lord, nor yet’the works which 
He had done for Israel (Judges 2:10). 
Here are three generations: the first 
got out of Egypt but perished in the 
wilderness; the second got into Canaan 
and died in peaceful coexistence with 
their foes; the third reaped the harvest 
of this error by falling into the idolatry 
around them only to be overcome by 
the enemies their fathers should have 
destroyed. 


Peaceful Coexistence in Religion 


We are the middle generation today. 
We are the “Peace Without Victory” 
party and we are storing up trouble 
for those who follow. Our leniency 
toward sin, toward worldliness, toward 
false doctrine, belongs to false prophets 
who cry “Peace” when there is no 
peace. Ours is the error of Israel in 
the Land and fully as disastrous as the 
defection in the wilderness, 

We are reminded of an example of 
this policy of peaceful coexistence. 
Nearly twenty years ago the book, “Re- 
Thinking Missions,” stirred consider- 
able controversy. In that book there 
was the statement that we are to “look 
forward,. not to the destruction of 
those religions, but to their continued 
coexistence with Christianity, each 
stimulating the other in growth toward 
the ultimate goal, unity in the com- 
pletest religious truth.” That is Israel 
settling down with the Canaanites all 
over again! And if it be said that this 
is an outdated controversy, we have 
only to read Dr. Elton Trueblood’s 
greeting to the Moslem world extolling 
Mohammed, as quoted recently in Tue 
Sunpay ScHoot Trmes (April 13, 1957). 
He is reported to have said: “It is fitting 
that we in America, from .the stand- 


(Continued on page 994) 
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Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





ousness of this hour in history 

was reflected in the leading edi- 
torial of the New York Times for Octo- 
ber 7, “Roads to Hell or Heaven.” 

The events of the past few weeks, in- 
volving Sputnik, missiles, ete, have 
turned the attention of the world to the 
heavens, and it is from these heavens, 
our Bible says, that fire will some day 
come to earth. We may look for “signs 
in the heavens,” Christ declared in the 
Olivet Discourse, even before the time 
of tribulation. I do not mean to imply 
that the Sputnik has anything to do 
with those signs, but it behooves each 
of us to study carefully both the Olivet 
Discourse and the Book of Revelation 
to learn more of the aberrations of 
celestial phenomena predicted for the 
last days. 

I trust no confidence is being betrayed 
, in reporting what I personally heard 
Dr, Billy Graham say to a group of 
friends in a private home, on his visit 
to Southern California in the middle of 
November. Three things, he said, com- 
pelled him to believe that the end of 
the age was near: first, the teaching 
of the Word of God on this subject; 
secondly, the catastrophic events occur- 
ring in such rapid succession today; and 
finally, the deep conviction of his own 
heart, increasingly urgent, that the days 
are very few before the end shall come. 


CC cusness Phenomena.—The seri- 


The large Gass Memorial Center, in 
Raipur, Madhya Pradesh, in central 
India (a stronghold of Brahmanism), 
including hospitals, library, and an ac- 
tive Christian ministry under the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church of 
America, a plant worth about $300,000, 
has been totally destroyed by fire, set 
by natives who opposed the work of 
these Christian missionaries. 

A Hindu girl was rebuked for exhib- 
iting an idol of the god Shiva at a con- 
cert in the mission, celebrating the tenth 
anniversary of India’s independence. 
This led to accusations that the Hindu 
god had been grossly insulted, and de- 
mands that the leading clergyman of 
the mission make a public apology. 
This, of course, he refused to do. The 
buildings were set on fire, and only the 
walls remain. 


India’s Regulation of Conversion.—A 
more encouraging report concerns the 
Indian Parliament, which recently re- 
jected by an overwhelming majority 
vote a bill calling for regulation of 
conversions from one religion to an- 
other. This proposed directive would 
have worked much harm on Christian 
mission activity in India, 


Prime Minister Nehru himself ob- 
jected to the bill, and reminded Par- 
liament that there were ample laws in 
the land to care for the evils of co- 
ercion and deception; and, he argued, 
he did not want to give the police more 
power to intervene in the matter of 
religious convictions. 


Archaeological Discovery in Hazor.— 
A report from Tiberias, Galilee, informs 
us that a gate and a part of a wall dat- 
ing back to the time of King Solomon 
have been uncovered at Hazor in upper 
Galilee. The dispatch says that the 
Hazor Gate may be the one referred 
to in 1 Kings 9:15, A.S.V.: “And this 
is the reason of the levy which king 
Solomon raised, to build the house of 
Jehovah, and his own house, and Millo, 
and the wall of Jerusalem, and Hazor, 
and Megiddo, and Gezer.” 


A Jewish Convert to Catholicism.— 
The London Jewish Chronicle for Oc- 
tober 4 carries one of the most amazing 
true stories that I have read for a long 
time, and I was especially surprised to 
find it in the Jewish Chronicle. 

Thirty-five years ago Oswald Rufeisen 
was born into a family of strict ortho- 
dox Jews in Bielsko, Poland. When in 
high school, he organized a Zionist 
Youth group, though this was against 
the law. When the Second World War 
began, Rufeisen and his brother fled 
on bicycles to Lemberg, then occupied 
by the Russians. He joined the under- 
ground movement, and went to Vilna 
to work as a shoemaker. When the 
Germans invaded Russia he was im- 
prisoned and sentenced to death, but, 
through the kindness of a Polish shoe- 
maker, secured false papers and a false 
birth certificate. Speaking many lan- 
guages, including German, with fluency, 
Rufeisen persuaded the prison authorities 
that he loved Germany and was a Pole 
of German descent. He was released, 
and, upon returning to Bielsko, found 
that his parents had been killed by the 
Germans, 

He joined the German Military Police, 
and, within two months, became Dep- 
uty Commandant of German Police and 
Military Police, and “was probably the 
only Jew who ever became a senior 
officer of the Nazi Military Police.” 
Orders to kill all Jews were given in 
August, 1942. By various means the 
young Jew helped three hundred other 
Jews to escape, and then confessed his 
own Jewish origin. The major refused 
to believe this, but, finally convinced, 
sentenced Rufeisen to death. That 
night he escaped and found refuge in 
a local Polish convent where he re- 


By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 


mained for more than a year. Learn- 
ing that the Germans were going. to 
search the convent, he left, taking to 
the woods, where he led a guerrilla 
band against the Germans for more 
than a year. For this effort the Soviet 
Government decorated him with two 
medals. 

Following the war, Rufeisen returned 
to Poland and in Cracow revealed the 
fact that while in the convent he had 
been converted to the Catholic faith. 
The account in the Chronicle says, “He 
saw now (so he said) that the Catholic 
religion was the only logical develop- 
ment of Judaism.” He graduated with 
honors from the Cracow Catholic The- 
ological Seminary, and was ordained as 
a priest, taking the name of Father 
Daniel. Recently Oswald Rufeisen— 
and this is perhaps the most remark- 
able fact in the story—was appointed 
head of the Catholic Carmelite Monas- 
tery in Haifa! 


Dead Sea Minerals.—Though I have 
referred to the wealth of the Dead Sea 
in these columns before, a current re- 
port in the Jewish Agency Digest 
prompts me to make a further comment 
on this. The mineral content of’ the 
Dead Sea is estimated at 2 billion tons 
of potassium chloride, 22 billion tons of 
magnesium chloride, and 6 billion tons 
of calcium chloride. During the first 
seven months of this year, the potash 
works produced 60,000 tons, and it is 
thought that the export of potash this 
year will amount to something over 
$4,000,000. 


A Jazz Orchestra at a Communion 
Service.—Evangelical Christians of Eng- 
land have been shocked at what has 
been taking place at the Anglican 
Church of St. Augustine, Highgate, 
North London. The British papers have 
carried extensive notices, with pictures, 
of a twenty-five piece jazz orchestra 
of saxophone, guitar, trumpet, and 
drums (no choir) engaged to play at 
the Holy Communion services. The or- 
chestra was also featured on the BBC 
network on Sunday night. A rendition 
of “The Lord’s Prayer” was included in 
the program, leading one of the news- 


papers to head the report, “The Lord’s. 


Prayer Jazzed Up.” “The Lord’s Prayer 
began as a slow fox trot, and worked 
up with drums, trumpet, and violins. 
It would have delighted Ivor Novello. 

Two especially regrettable aspects of 
this should be noted here: first, the 
Bishop of London approved of what was 
done; and secondly, while the BBC 
switchboard was prepared for an ex- 
pected barrage of criticism, to their sur- 
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Lesson for January 5 


prise the criticisms were not forthcom- 
ing. 

Toccoa Falls Bible Institute’s Founder. 
—One by one those dedicated evangel- 
ical Christians who received visions 
from the Lord of specific tasks, near the 
beginning of this century are either be- 
ing taken by death or are finding that 
the time has come for them to relin- 
quish the heavy responsibilities which 
they have been bearing for years. 
Among these is Dr. R. A. Forrest, foun- 
der of the now famous Toccoa Falls 
Bible Institute in 1911, who, after fifty- 
five years of faithful service to this in- 
stitution, has retired. In addition to his 
work at the Bible Institute, Dr. Forrest 
served for twenty-five years as pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church at 
Toccoa. He was at one time Chaplain 
of the Senate of Georgia and Moderator 
of the Presbytery of Athens, Presby- 
terian Church, U.S. Dr. Forrest is be- 
ing succeeded by Dr. Julian Bandy, for- 
mer vice-president of the- Toccoa Falls 
Institute. 

Many institutions and organizations 
seem to be founded because of mere 
desires on the part of men to achieve 
certain goals, but when such an under- 
taking is the result of a direct call from 
God, one may expect blessing and 
growth, and a marked influence in the 
things of God, in its ministry. This has 
been the story of Toccoa Falls Bible In- 
stitute. 


Crime in Entertainment.—The preva- 
lence of crime in the entertainment 
programs of our country was ‘revealed, 
and denounced, in the October 31 issue 
of the Chicago Daily News, , 
Columnist Ethel Daccardo begins her 
article: “A wave of ‘terrorvision’ films 
is headed for your television screen. 

. On Saturday at 12.30 p.m. in the 
Flash Gordon series there is an episode 

‘Death in the Negative.’ The Evil Queen 
of Cygnil has a ‘negativizor’ that kills 
all living things. At 5 p.m. Saturday 
Mystery Theater has a film titled ‘The 
Ninety-Ninth Day,’ in which a family 
spends several ‘terror-filled days when 
it is threatened with death.’ On Mon- 
day at 5 p.m. in that children’s series 
called, of all things, ‘Fun at Five,’ the 
‘Superman’ episode is about an intri- 
cate mechanical brain that is used by 
criminals to plot crimes, ... 

“A few months ago a group of 52 
monster films were released to TV. 
They were released under the title 
‘Shock,’ and include such things as 
‘Frankenstein, ‘The Wolf Man,’ ‘The 
Mummy,’ ‘Weird Woman,’ and ‘The Mad 
Ghoul.’” 

Another writer, Mr. H. I. Phillips, 
heads his column, “N.Y. Plays Just 
Plain Murder.” Mr. Phillips reports 
that during the course of a week in 
going from theater to theater, he could 
find little else but one murder after 
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another. Of his experience on Monday, 
he writes, “Chose a French drama in 
which a husband murders his wife, with 
able assistance of a woman doctor in 
the house.” On Tuesday: “In ‘Long 
Day’s Journey Into Night,’ we got all 
the harrowing details of alcoholism in 
New London. Play not the entertain- 
ment we sought, but in two evenings 
in theater had developed a real feel- 
ing for the show world, with straight 
whisky and mayhem.” Without pro- 
longing this note, I quote his comment 
on Friday’s program, “Tried-a musical. 
Found it made a song and dance out 
of juvenile gang wars and had a switch- 
blade ballet.” Mr. Phillips concludes, 
“There is nothing. like the theater to 
lift a man DOWN.” 


Communism’s Anti-Christian Aims.— 
A significant statement on the anti- 
Christian aims of Communism has been 
issued. by Mr. Wu Yao-Tsung, president 
of the Protestant Church of Red China, 
and the one chosen by the Chinese Gov- 
ernment to represent the Church at the 
People’s Political Consultative Confer- 
ence in Peking. Mr. Wu speaks with 
authority. 

“Though the policy on religion is 
clearly defined in the Constitution, its 
actual enforcement has been quite dif- 
ferent from the original stipulations, 
and the various cadres (training units, 
or permanent nucleus, of Communist 
strategy) have treated religious be- 
lievers with enmity and contempt. Up 
toe the present, most of the churches in 
different districts throughout the coun- 
try have not yet been able to resume 
their Sunday services or worship of 
God at any time. 


“On the mainland of China, the vari- 
ous organizations and educational in- 
stitutions often look upon Christians as 
of a special class. No matter how 
good their work may be, their religious 
belief is always considered a big defect. 
In a certain college, for example, some 
fine students have been treated as folk 
of questionable character, because they 
believe in Christianity. So, many are 
now afraid to attend church services or 
discuss the subject of a with their 
classmates, 


“In small towns and villages many 
chapels, together with their furniture, 
have been requisitioned by the various 
organizations of the Communists. Often- 
times the Christians in rural districts 
intervention 
from the cadres. In one district several 
Red cadres even searched the homes 
of a number. of Christians and took 
away 132 Bibles and hymnbooks. Many 
years have elapsed, but this case has 
not yet been settled. Sometimes when 
a pastor wants to visit a Christian fam- 
ily, or when he needs to go to another 
district for an important meeting, the 
Red cadres also introduce all sorts of 
impediments.” 
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Increasing Catholic Dominance in 
British Broadcasting—The Commission 
of the General Assembly of the Free 
Church of Scotland, meeting in Edin- 
burgh in November of this year. framed 
a resolution expressing “anxiety” at 
the “increasing dominance” being ob- 
tained by the Roman Catholic Church 
in the programs, of the British Broad- 
casting Company. It affirmed that a 
Roman Catholic guild has been formed 
by the B.B.C, staff aiming at increased 
time for Roman Catholi¢ services and 
propaganda. 


Russian Jews To Flood Israel.—Mr. 
Selwyn Lloyd, Foreign Secretary of the 
British cabinet recently informed the 
Tory Foreign Affairs Committee that 
Russia is allowing Jews from Commu- 
nist Europe to flood Israel with the hope 
that Israel’s already ill-balanced econ- 
omy would collapse. In 1955 only 1,000 
of Israel’s 36,333 immigrants came from 
eastern Europe. Last year it was 6,000 
out of 55,000. In the first six months 
of this year it was 29,000 out of 50,475. 
There are 3,500,000 Jews in Soviet 
Russia. 


Liquor in Drugstores.—The magazine, 
Drug Topics, reports the result of a re- 
cent poll which indicates that sixty-five 
per cent of the nation’s pharmacists 
oppose the sale of packaged liquor in 
retail drugstores. “The sale of packaged 
liquor in a drugstore is not in keeping 
with the standing of a pharmacy as a 
public health institution.” One man de- 
clared: “I believe the drugstores’ pro- 
fessional standards are too high to stoop 
to the sale of liquor as a means of mak- 
ing a living. It seems to defeat the 
whole purpose of a pharmacy’s role in 
health ethics.” . 


Far-Reaching Correspondence Courses. 
—Dr. B. H. Pearson, executive secretary 
of the World Gospel Crusade (P. O. 
Box 9812, Los Feliz Station, Los An- 
geles 27), reports that over 115,000 stu- 
dents have completed at least one of 
the Light of Life Courses, and thou- 
sands have signed decision cards. The 
course on the Gospel of John has now 
been translated into forty-one lan- 
guages, of which the latest is Hungarian. 
World Gospel Crusades hopes to reach 
50,000 new students with the Gospel, 
through the correspondence courses, 
during the remaining months of this 
year. 


Bible Study in Antarctica—The sci- 
entific leader at Operation Deep Freeze, 
which is the United States Navy’s Ant- 
arctic Expedition, is Dr. Paul A. Siple, 
director of the International Geophysi- 
cal Year Exploration Group. The teacher 
of the Friendship Bible Class of the 
Calvary Baptist Church in Washington, 
D. C., Dr. Siple sent this radio message 
to his class recently: “We are having 
regular Sunday Scripture and Hymn 
Services, followed by an open discus- 
sion on selected topics.” 
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Peace Without Victory 
(Continued from page 991) 


point of Christianity, which is the re- 
ligion of the majority of the people, 
should speak of the prophet of Islam, 
. . . It is suitable that . . . we should 
glorify the prophet of Islam ... we 
have spiritual delight in seeing the 
beautiful mosque of the Moslems in the 
city of Washington .and rejoice in look- 
ing on that great and splendid build- 
ing.” Surely this is Israel sending con- 
gratulations to the Canaanites! 

Of course, to even mention the sub- 
ject these days is to label oneself a 
throwback and a reactionary in a new 
era of sweetness and light. Doubtless 
there were some Israelites who thought 
peace ,without victory was better than 
war, but they reveled in a fool’s para- 
dise, 

In His message to Pergamos and 
Thyatira our Lord called upon the 
church to expel Balaam and Jezebel. 
He called upon true believers to 
repent for putting up with evil. Ba- 
laam belongs to the wilderness chapter, 
Jedebel td Israel in the Land. There 
was plenty of love and service and faith 
and works around Thyatira, but along 
with it a false, tolerance that, allowed 
Jezebel to, carry out her program. 
Ephesus had orthodoxy without love, 
but Thyatira had love that failed to take 
a stand against the enemy within the 
gates. One is as dangerous as the other. 


It is a blessed thing to get out of 
Egypt. It is a glorious thing to get 
through the wilderness and across Jor- 
dan. But all our troubles are not over 
even there. The peril of settling down 
in peace without victory, tolerating 
what God has condemned, may defeat 
us still. 

When the Israelites were reminded of 
their failure we are told that they wept 
and sacrificed at Bochim. But they did 
nothing about the situation and the 
next generation reaped the harvest. 
Today we do not even weep over our 
mistaken policy. Any prophet of the 
Lord would be frowned upon if he 
brought the matter up. So we say, 
“Peace and safety” while sudden de- 
struction cometh. 

The trouble at Bochim shows up in 
the last chapters of Joshua. There we 
read that Joshua called the people to- 
gether, recounted how God had led them 
hitherto, and called them to total dedi- 
cation. The people vowed their loyalty 
to the Lord, but one wonders how deep 
was their devotion. It sounds like a lot 
of church members nowadays glibly 
promising God all kinds of things in a 
public meeting only to show up next 
night in the temples of paganism. It 
may be that Joshua suspected super- 


ficiality. At least he made one point’ 


clear: “Choose you this day whom ye 
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will serve .. . but as for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord”, (Josh. 
24:15). And that is the only course for 
any honest Christian in this treacherous 
age of peaceful coexistence. He must 
not judge others, but he must reso- 


December 21, 1957 


lutely make up his own mind once for 
all. There will be no truce with Gibeon, 
no tolerant acceptance of that which 
God has outlawed. There is no middle 
ground, no peace without victory. 


GREENSBORO, N. C. 


An Unusual Birth Announcement 
A Jerusalem newspaper's quotation on Christmas Day 


OR some months we have been in 

possession of an unusual birth an- 
nouncement that appeared on December 
25, 1956; in the Jerusalem Post, A friend 
living in Israel sent us a copy of that 
Christmas issue. The Jerusalem Post is 
a Jewish daily newspaper, published 
in English in Jerusalem, and read by 
English-speaking Israeli citizens and 
others throughout that land. 

At the bottom of page two of that 
issue, Christmas Day, 1956, there ap- 
peared a very unusual announcement, 
nearly three and a half inches wide 
and over two inches deep, with the 
following quotation, in large italic type, 
from Isaiah 9:6, 7. 

For unto us a child is born, unto us 

a son is given: And the government shall 

be upon his shoulder: And his name shall 

be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 

Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The 

Prince of Peace. Of the increase of 

his government and peace there shall be 

no end, upon the throne of David, and 
upon his kingdom, to order it, and to 
establish it with judgment and with jus- 
tice from henceforth even for ever. The 
zeal of the Lord of Hosts will perform 

this. Isaiah 9:6, 7. 

We think it very remarkable that 
these marvelous verses from Isaiah’s 
prophecy of the birth of our Lord Jesus 
Christ should have been printed in a 
Jewish newspaper in Jerusalem on De- 
cember 25, the day which multitudes of 
Christians celebrate 4s His birthday. 

We wonder who put those verses into 
the Jerusalem Post. Perhaps it was 
put in by some missionary in Jerusa- 
lem! But is it not remarkable that the 
editor should have been willing to print 
it? If any unbelievers had questioned 
the editor of the newspaper, saying: 
“Why did you use those verses?” the 
editor could well have answered: 
“Those verses are from our hély 
Prophet Isaiah. You should not oe 
to having the Prophet Isaiah quo 
our Jerusalem Post!” 

We were the more interested when 
we talked over the matter with a mis- 
sionary who spent over twenty years 
in Bible Lands. She told us the fol- 
lowing: “It is not unusual in the land 
of Israel today, when Jewish parents 
wish to announce the birth of a son 
that they put an announcement in the 
newspaper. And such birth announce- 
ments begin with the words from Isaiah 
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9:6: “For unto us a child is born, unto 
us a son is given.” Then the names of 
the parents of the child are given, 

So, how very interesting that on De- 
cember 25, Christmas Day, when many 
Christians celebrate Christ's birth, there 
was an announcement in the Jerusalem 
Post of a child born, a son given. “And 
his name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, The mighty God, The ever- 
lasting Father, The Prince of Peace,” 
and then the prophecy of His future 
kingship on the throne of David. 

This missionary also told us that, in 
Israel today,‘when a friend comes to 
visit another friend, the greeting is 
given in Hebrew: “Blessed is he [or 
she] that cometh.” This reminds us of 
that future day when the leaders of the 
Jewish nation will say, “Blessed is he 
that cometh in the name of the Lord.” 
At that time they will know that the 
“child born” and the “son given” is 
the Messiah of Israel, and their Lord 
and Saviour, and they will welcome 
Him, and personally, and as a nation, 
will put their trust in Him. Let us pray 
that many Jews will come to know Him 
now through His Word! 

PHILADELPHIA, 

we 


Prayer for Missions on 
New Year's Day 


OR the sixth successive year, there 

will be a special session for prayer 
for missions on New Year’s Day for 
Christians in or near Philadelphia. It 
will be held in the chapel of the Phila- 
delphia Bible Institute, 1800 Arch Street 
on Wednesday, January 1, at 2.30 p.m. 
Those attending will be given a sheaf 
of special prayer requests of those mis- 
sionary societies with representatives 
in or near Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Arthur F. Glasser, recently 
returned from an extended visit to the 
Far East, will bring a message preced- 
ing the time of prayer. 

The sponsoring committee for this 
mass meeting for prayer is: Chairman, 
Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice-Presi- 
dent and Secretary, The Sunday School 
Times Company; Miss Bessie Traber, 
Bible Club Movement; Herbert M. Grif- 
fin, China Inland Mission; Ebenezer G. 
Vine, Regions Beyond Missionary Union. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 1. 


JANUARY 5. THE GHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION 


Matthew 16:13-19; Ephesians 2:19-22; Colossians 1:15-20; printed text, Matthew 16:13-19; Ephesians 2: 19-22 


Golden Text.-—And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, = firstborn from the dead, that in all things 
he might have the preeminence. —Col. 1 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 

Matt. 16:13 When Jesus came into the coasts of Cesarea 
Phil ppi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men 
say that I the Son of man am? 

14 And.they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: 
some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, Or one of the prophets. 
15 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 

16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God. 

17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art 
thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed 
it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 

18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon 
this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it. 

19 And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of 

7 


heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall 
be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on 
earth shall be loosed in heaven. 


Eph. 2:19 Now therefore ye are no more Strangers and 
foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the 
household of God; 

20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and 


- prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief, corner stone; 


21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth 
unto an holy temple in the Lord: 

22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation 
of God through the Spirit. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
N THIS first Sunday of the New 
O Year we are beginning a course 
of studies on the Church, The im- 
portance of this study can hardly be 
overstated, especially since there is 
much confusion abroad on this subject. 
It can scarcely be denied’ that the 
Church of the New Testament is a new 
thing. While there is a very real unity 
of the saints of all ages, it is clear that 
God introduced a new age with the ad- 
vent of Christ, and in this age He is 
performing a new work. In the older 
dispensation the center of His dealings 
with men was a nation, Israel. That 
nation was His witness in the world. 
The Christian Era saw the-witness no 
longer centered in a nation, but scat- 
tered over the earth, ignoring distinc- 
tions of nation, race, rank, and all other 
worldly differences, There is no favored 
nation in this era, but the people of 
God, the church, represent “every nation 
and tribe and tongue and people.” 
This Church is likened to a body of 


which Christ is head; to a building of “ 


which Christ is the chief cornerstone; 
to a bride whose Bridegroom is Christ; 
to a priesthood in which every member 
has equal access to God through Christ; 
to a temple, or sanctuary, in which God 
dwells. 

Every believer is expected to be an 
expression of this Church, but in addi- 
tion, the local churches are intended 
to be visible miniatures of the great 
Church, maintaining the witness locally, 
and demonstrating in its fellowship the 
life of the Church universal. ~The local 


. 
church may fail in this and be set aside, 
but there is no doubt about the end of 
the ‘Church, that Christ will “present it 
to himself a glorious church, not having 
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing” 
(Eph, 5:27). 

As we study various aspects of the 
life of the Church, we must not lose 
sight of our individual responsibility. 
As it requires only one sick member to 
make the whole body weak, so failure 
on the part of one Christian reduces 
the effectiveness of the whole Church. 
Let each of us see that the life of our 
great Head is flowing unhindered 
through us for the nourishment and 
building up of the whole body. 


Verse by Verse 
Matt. 16:13.—“, . . Caesarea Philippi 
. Whom do men say that I the Son 
of man am?” Caesarea Philippi was 
north of the Sea of Galilee and on the 
east side of Jordan, at the foot of Mt. 
Herman. It must not be confused with 
the Caesarea on the shores of the Medi- 
terranean in Samaria. 

Verse 14.—“. . . John the Baptist... 
Elias ... Jeremias ...” Herod thought 
He was John the Baptist (14:1, 2). For 
the opinion that He was Elijah compare 
Malachi 4:5 and Matthew 17:1-12. But 
why did they say Jeremiah? Jesus 
seemed to be all the prophets rolled 
into one! 

Verse 15.—“. .. But whom say ye that 
I am?” The purpose of the first ques- 
tion was to pave the way for this one. 
Had His most intimate disciples dis- 
cerned who and what He was? 

Verse 16—“, . . Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God.” Doubtless 
Peter was expressing what was in many 


of their hearts. Perhaps they had even 
discussed it together. But Peter was 
prepared to affirm his conviction cate- 
gorically. “Christ” means “Messiah, 
the Anointed One,” for whom Israel 
looked. Christ said “Son of man” (v. 
13). Peter said “Son of God.” Both 
are right. 


Verse 17.—“*... Blessed art thou, 
Simon Bar-jona . . . revealed , . . but 
my Father which is in heaven.” The 
blessing of Simon was in the fact that 
this glorious revelation had been given 
to him from the Father. It was a rev- 
elation of the Son, and therefore a reve- 
lation of the Father in the Son. 

Verse 18.—*“. . . That thou art Peter, 
and upon this rock I will build my 
church...” Peter is petros, a piece of 
rock. “This rock” is petra, Peter par- 
took of the nature of that upon which 
the Church was to be built. He was 
rocklike. But Christ is the Rock. The 
Church built upon Him as the confessed 
Son of God would be a triumphant 
Church against &ll foes. 

Verse 19.—“. . . the keys of the king- 
dom , .. whatsoever thou shalt bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven .. .” 
These art not the keys of Heaven, but 
the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
By teaching he would open the King- 
dom of Heaven to men. The binding 
and the loosing have to do with .ethical 
standards, The Church, first represented 
by Peter in his confession, has certainly 
established new standards of conduct. 

Eph. 2:19.—“. . . no more strangers 
and foreigners, but fellowcitizens ... 
of the household of God.” This is ad- 
dressed to Gentile believers, who before 
conversion occupied the place described 
in verses 11, 12. This has been changed 
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in Christ, in whom Jew and Gentile are 
alike brought into full relation with 
God—citizens of His Kingdom and mem- 
bers of His household, 


Verse 20.—“.. . the foundation of the 


apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ... . 


the chief corner stone.” Compare 1 
Corinthians 3:10. The apostles and» 
prophets are the first tier of living 
stones (1 Pet. 2:4, 5) in the structure, 
the authoritative teachers for all the 
Church. In this sense we are built upon 
them, but Jesus Christ is “the great 
Stone in the angle of the substructure” 
(Moule). 


Verse 21.—*“. . . all the building ... 
groweth unto an holy temple...” The 
A.S.V. has “each several building,” and 
suggests the Various structures which 
constitute a great cathedral. “Temple” 
here is “sanctuary, or dwelling place,” 
reminding us of the holy of holies. 
Built together into Christ, the Church 
is such a dwelling place. 


Verse 22.—“‘. . . builded together for 
an habitation of God through the 
Spirit.” Here is a “church union” which 
cannot be accomplished by the action of 
councils, but which is wrought by the 
Holy Spirit. God lives in His people, 
not just as individuals, but as one living 
organism. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

For the Christian Church there is no 
more fundamental question than that 
which concerns the person of Christ. 
It was out of no idle curiosity that 
Jesus asked His disciples what men 
thought of Him, and what they them- 
selves thought of Him. For here is the 
very foundation of the Church. There 
can be no Church without a confession of 
Jesus as “the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.” Rank Him with the greatest and 
best of men, and you have no Church. 
Acknowledge Him as the unique Son 
of the Father, one with the Father, and 
God’s anointed one, and you have a 
Church. “Upon this rock will I build 
my church.” - 

Now this confession is not simply a 
matter of theological discovery or per- 
suasion. It is a matter of revelation. It 
was so with Simon Peter, and it is so 
with everyone who joins him in the 
great confession. True, it is written 
in the volume of the Book for us, and 
we are under obligation to believe. 
Nevertheless, not until the truth has 
been made alive to us, and we have 
been awakened to the light, are we 
ehanged and made rocklike men, par- 
taking of the character of Him upon 
whom we are built, and not till then 
are we members of His Church, living 
stones built upon the Living Stone. 

Having been so changed, so built into 
Christ, we have new responsibilities. 
It was so with Peter, and it is so with 
all who join him in his great confes- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


29.—Brothers Through 
f .. Philemon 


13. December 
Christ 


Next Week’s Lesson 


2. January 12.—The Source of the 
Church’s Power. 
John 16:1-15; Acts 1:1-14; 2:1-41 








sion. 
of opening the Kingdom of Heaven to 
others, and that task is committed to 
us also. How faithfully he exercised 
the office of the keys is recorded for us 
in the Acts of the Apostles. But there 
we see Paul] exercising the same office, 
with James, and John, and Philip. 
There are some for whom you and I 
must make use of the key. 

The responsibility of binding and loos- 
ing was laid on Peter. As built on 
Christ, it was his to carry out to the 
world that new ethic which he had 
heard from his Master. The Gospel, 
while not a system of ethics, neverthe- 
less carries standards of conduct higher 
than any known before or any daised 
by the philosophies of the world. The 
Church has the responsibility to lay 
those standards upon men’s consciences, 
and every member of the Church is 
under obligation, by maintaining those 
standards, to exercise the high func- 
tion of binding and loosing. We are 
the light of the world (Matt. 5:14). 
We are the salt of the earth (Matt. 
5:13). 


He was giyen the responsibility _ 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HERE did Peter make his great 
confession? 

2. Why were our Lord and His dis- 
ciples in that remote area? 

3. Under what title did our Lord 
speak of Himself in addressing His dis- 
ciples? 

4, What were the more popular opin- 
ions concerning Christ? 

5. How did Peter come to the knowl- 
edge that Jesus was “the Christ, the 
Son of the living God’? 

6. How did Christ express the invin- 
cibility of His Church? 

7. Who in the Old Testament was ap- 
pointed to office under the symbol of 
a key? 

8. What is the significance of the bind- 
ing and loosing of which our Lord spoke 
to Peter? 

9. What kind of building is the 
Church, according to the Apostle Paul? 

10. How is the unity of the Church 
secured, despite outward differences 
among believers? 

(Answers on page 1002) 
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Outline of the Lesson 
1. The foundation of the Church (Matt. 
16: 13-18) 


2. The responsibility of the Church (v. 
19) 


3. The unity of the Church (Eph, 2:19- 
22) 


Topics for Development 

The Rock. Most are familiar with 
the Roman Catholic interpretation of 
Matthew 16:18, which makes Peter the 
rock upon which the ‘Church is built. 
Many non-Catholics hold the same view, 
while not allowing the implications 
upon which the Roman Church insists. 
There are many reasons why Protes- 
tants as a whole do not allow this in- 
terpretation. From the point of view 
of exegesis the different Greek words 
used for “Peter” and “rock” would seem 
to bar it. The word for Peter is petros, 
a masculine noun, indicating a stone. 
That of course points to the rocklike 
character to which Simon attained 
through his faith in Christ. The word 
for “rock” is petra, a feminine word in- 
dicating the “solid rock.” The Roman 
Catholics argue that our Lord would 
speak in Aramaic: in which no such 
distinction is made, but the fact that 
Matthew writing in Greek made this 
distinction would surely indicate that 
this was the Lord’s intention. 

There are many passages in the Old 
Testament in which Jehovah is declared 
to be the rock of His people. Our Lord 
then was not using an unfamiliar figure, 
but one which would immediately ap- 
peal to’ that little Jewish company 
which He was addressing. Peter had 
confessed Jesus not only as the Messiah 
but as the divine Messiah, “the Son of 
the living God,” and therefore God. 
This figure of the rock looks back to 
that confession. What Jehovah of the 
Old Testament is to His people Israel, 
so the Lord Jesus is to His Church. He 
is indeed “the Church’s one foundation.” 

The Peculiarity of the Church. The 
great feature of the New Testament 
Church which distinguishes it from any- 
thing in the old economy is the fact 
of the complete breakdown of distinc- 
tions between people and people. Be- 
fore Christ came members of Gentile 
races were strangers and foreigners 
(Eph. 2:19), or, as Paul puts it earlier 
in the same. chapter, “aliens from the 
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers 
from the covenants of promise, having 
no hope, and without God in the world” 


(v. 12). The testimony of God was 
national, centered in Israel. That is 
done away with in Christ. In the 


Christian economy, and that of course 
means,in the Church, there is neither 
Jew nor Greek. Jews and Gentiles 


alike enter by faith, and the Gentiles , 


who before were strangers and for- 
eigners become “fellowcitizens with the 
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saints, and of the household of God” 
(v. 19). 

The Cross of Christ obliterates all 
lines of distinction, so.that the entire 
company of believers may be one body, 
one sanctuary, one habitation of God 
through the Spirit. It is our respon- 
sibility to see that the lines of distinc- 
tion are not retraced and barriers re- 
erected which the Cross had abolished. 


Practical Applications 

There is no more vital question for faith 
than this: What think ye of Chrigt? 
Our answer to that determines every- 
thing else. 

Not popular opinion, but personal con- 
viction is the factor which counts in 
faith and life. wr. 

The blessing of illumination carries 
with it grave responsibility. Knowl- 
edge is the key of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, not just for ourselves, but for 
others, 

We must not, like the Pharisees, bind 
yokes on men which are too heavy to 
be borne, but we must set standards 
which the consciences of men will rec- 
ognize as valid and binding. 

Recognize in every believer another 
living stone in the one temple of God, 
and you will thus contribute to the 
unity of the Church. 


Golden Text 

Col. 1:18.—“. . . the head . . . the be- 
ginning, the firstborn ... that... he 
might have the preeminence.” It is the 
purpose of God to exalt His Son, Jesus 
Christ. Hence the manifold offices be- 
stowed on Him. The obligation rests 
on us, therefore, to see that He occupies 
the place of pre-eminence in every area 
of our lives and in the whole life of the 
Church, 

ELMuuspst, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEesTeD HYMNS 
“Saviour, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” 
“The Church’s One Foundation” 
“O Jesus, I Have Promised” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson—O God, 
our Father, the guide and guardian of 
our way, we thank Thee for the sparing 
mercy that brings us into a New Year. 
Direct and keep us through its days 
and help us to use them for Thy glory. 
Forgive time misspent in the past and 
all neglect of duty, privilege, and oppor- 
tunity of doing good. Help us to over- 
come our weaknesses and our sinful 
ways. May our lives increase and 
abound in all that.is good and right be- 
fore Thee. Bless Thy Church with re- 
vival and with a year of soul-winning 
success. May our own efforts to serve 
Thee in our Sunday school and church 
be prospered. Give wisdom, strength, 
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and help to the rulers of our land and 
all in responsible positions. Give peace 
in our time and spread the Gospel to 
all who need it in every land. To those 
who enter the year burdened with trou- 
ble or afflicted with illness, give faith, 
hope, patience, courage, and eventual 
deliverance. May, the victory of Thy 
Kingdom and the righteous rule of 
Christ in the earth soon come. These 
things grant us for His sake. Amen, 


After the Lesson—Our church is 
building a new sanctuary, and to make 
way for it a part of the old building 
was torn down. The Sunday after this 
was done, a little lad in the nursery 
class saw it and felt troubled. That 


Tuen THE CHURCH 


night he added this to his bedtime 
prayer, “Dear God, please don’t let any- 
body else knock down any more of our 
church.” Soon he will see God’s answer 
in a far better building than was torn 
down. 

How wonderful that our Lord said 
that He would build His Church and “the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it.” He spoke not of a building of wood 
and stone, but of the whole number 
of all true and faithful believers in Him 
in all time. They form His Church and 
against them the worst forces of de- 
struction shall come to defeat. In this 
world the Church may suffer persecu- 
tion from outside or from false teach- 
ing and wrong practice inside, and we 
shall cry out for God not to let His 
Church be destroyed. Such prayer will 
find its full answer when Christ gathers 
to Himself in Heaven’ the whole com- 
pany of His true people, “a glorious 
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or 
any such thing.” 

Gates of hell can never 
"Gainst that church prevail. 
We have Christ's own promise, 
And that cannot fail. 
_—Baring-Gould. 
And you and I may be of Christ’s in- 
destructible Church by trusting our- 
selves to Him and being faithful to Him 
through the tests of this life. Then, at 
last, we Shall] have our part in the final 
victory and the heavenly glory of Christ 
and His people. The testing trials here 
will not matter then. 


CALGARY, ALTA., CAN, 
we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“|. Whom do men say that I the 
Son of man am?” (Matt. 16:13.)—Our 
Lord was not asking this question for 
His own information or enlightenment. 
He is for the first time going to men- 
tion His Church—and before there can 
be real understanding of that master- 
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piece, there must be proper understand- 
ing of His person. 

Men had very vague ideas about Him. 
To them, He was John the Baptist, Eli- 
jah, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets. 
All these were remarkable men—men of 
God—but after all, men! 


This reveals the utter impossibility 
of “flesh and blood”—human beings— 
discerning the glory of the person of 
Christ, even with Him in their midst, 
speaking as never man spake, and work- 
ing miracles such as they. admittedly 
never saw before (Mark 2:12). 


It is said that Dr. Howard A. Kelly 
was in the habit of wearing a button 
with nothing but a question mark on 
it. He used it as a springboard for a 
conversation about Christ. When a 
stranger asked, “What does that ques- 
tion mark mean, Dr, Kelly?” He would 
reply, “What is the greatest question of 
life?” Knowing that they were speak- 
ing to a physician, some would reply; 
“Health is the greatest thing.” Others 
in answer to the query said, “Money.” 
“No,” the great scientist replied, “the 
biggest question in the world is: “What 
think ye of Christ?’” Then he would 
proceed to say a few words for his 
Christ, the Great Physician. Ht would 
never leave his hearers in doubt; for he 
believed in the essential deity as well 
as the perfect manhood of the Saviour. 


“But whom say ye that I am?” (Matt. 
16:15).—The apostles knew Him with 
an intimacy above all people on earth. 
They were with Him “from the baptism 
of John,” unto that moment. They had 
observed Him in all the circumstances 
of life. What was their inmost thought 
of Him? 

Without hesitation,, Peter answered 
and’ said, “Thou art the Christ, the Son 
of the living God.” A glorious confes- 
sion! Someone has pointed gut that this 
goes beyond both Nathaniel’s, in John 
1:49, and Martha’s in John 11:27, 


“Christ and Messiah are synonymous. 
Both mean ‘the Anointed.’ It was the 
title given prophetically to the coming 
Deliverer (Isa, 61:1). Of old, prophets, 
priests, and kings were all anointed. Jesus 
holds all three offices, for all of which 
He was anointed by the Spirit of God 
(Acts 10:38). In His human nature, He 
is the son of David, the Messiah, the 
Christ. As. to His divine nature, He 
is the Son of the living God... . Only 
as He is recognized by faith as the Son 
of the living God, co-equal with the 
Eternal Father, do we dare trust our 
souls to Him as our Saviour” (Dr, H. A. 
Ironside). 


If asked what of Jesus I think, 
‘ Though still my best thoughts are but 
poor, 
I say, He’s my meat and my drink, 
My life and my strength and my store; 
My Shepherd, my trust, and my Friend, 
My Saviour from sin and from thrall; 
My hope from beginning to end, 
My portion, my Lord, and my all. 
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“Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona 

. .” (Matt. 16:17)—He was marvel- 
ously blessed in having the Father in 
Heaven reveal the deity of Christ to 
him. Only by such a revelation was it 
possible for a man on earth to make 
such a confession. 


“ . . wpon this rock I will build my 
church .. .” (Matt. 16:18).—What rock? 
“Remember He was talking to Jews. 
If we trace the figurative use of the 
word rock through the Hebrew Scrip- 
tures, we find that it is never used sym- 
bolically of man, but always of God. 
So here ... it is not upon Peter that 
the Church is built. Jesus did not trifle 
with figures of speech... He took up their 
eld Hebrew illustration—rock, always 
the symbol of deity—and said, ‘Upon 
God Himself—Messiah, the Son of the 
living God, I will build My Church” 
(Dr. Campbell Morgan). 

God is referred to as the “Rock” five 
times in Deuteronomy 32. See the mar- 
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By Wade C. Smith 





She Church’ 
One Foundation 





~ ~. = 
. 


K14@) Gee mat#:37 7-8) 


rt 


kh i4 (See Ak. 2/-20) 


Tp 


“us4.@) (see Ver, 282151 ») 





- nificant response: 











THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


ginal reading of Isaiah 26:4. See also 
1 Corinthians 10:4. 


“ .. in all things he might have the 
preeminence” (Col. 1:18).—“He is the 
head of the body, the church,” of which 
each believer is a member. The honor 
of being the Foundation of the Church 
is His, and His alone. “Behold, I lay 
in Zion for a foundation .. .” (Isa. 28: 
16). “Other foundation can no man lay 
than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ” 
(1 Cor. 3:11). 

The title of our lesson recalls S. J. 
Stone’s excellent hymn, “The Church's 
one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord!” 


“And I will give unto thee the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven...” (Matt. 
16:19).—The Lord did not say, the “keys 
of the Church” nor the “keys of 
heaven,” but the “keys of the kingdom 


of heaven”—of which He spoke so much | 


in chapter 13. 

In Acts 2, Peter opens the door to the 
Jews; and in Acts 10, he opens it to the 
Gentiles. 

Wawona, CALIF. 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, one of the most impas- 

sioned prayers of our Lord is that 
recorded in the seventeenth chapter of 
John. One petition I want you to 
notice. It is in the twenty-first verse: 
“, . . that the world may believe that 
thou hast sent me,” and repeated in 
the twenty-third verse, with the excep- 
tion that “know” is substituted for the 
word “believe.” We need not be sur- 
prised to hear Him in our lesson today 
asking His disciples, “Whom do men 
say that I...am?” Then a very sig- 
“They said, Some 
say that thou art John the Baptist: 
some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or 
one of the prophets.” 

Fellows, those answers shed a light. 
Some earnest people have the impres- 
sion that Jesus was “a sissy.” I would 
not repeat it but to show how wrong 


they are. True, Jesus was “meek and 
lowly” (see Matt. 11:29), “a man of 
sorrows, and acquainted with grief” 


(Isa. 53:3), but He was. also strong, virile, 
and intrepid in His preaching and did 
not mince His words. So much so that 
they said that John the Baptist had 
come back again. Take a look at John 
the Baptist, standing fearlessly ‘before 
the big wigs of the Sanhedrin, shouting, 
“O generation of vipers, who hath 
warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come?” (Matt. 3:7.) And see him be- 
fore Herod, the king, boldly denouncing 
him for his illegal marriage to his sis- 
ter-in-law (Luke 3:19, 20). It cost him 
his life. See Elijah daring to rebuke 
King Ahab for his part in the murder 
of Naboth, to take possession of his 
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vineyard (1 Kings 21). Hear Jere- 
miah charging the false prophet Hana- 
niah with promoting a lie (Jer, 28:15- 
17). And it was one of these whom 
the people thought had returned when 
they heard Jesus preach. Evidently, He 
had not made an impression of weak- 
ness. No, sir, He was no weakling, 
though some of the pictures the artists 
make of Him are very effeminate. 

And when Jesus asked His disciples, 
“But whom say ye that I am?” Peter 
responded with the climactic truth: 
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
liying God”! 

That was exactly what Jesus wanted 
to be called, for He blesséd Peter for 
saying it; then He said, “Upon this rock 
I will build my church; and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it.” I 
tell you, fellows, history was being 
made that day, and out of Peter’s con- 
fession came the wonderful assurance 
from our Lord that those who honor 
Christ with their testimony to His sav- 
ing and keeping power shall have a 
joyous part in the “Wattle of the ages” 
and will share in the victory with the 
great Captain of our salvation—the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living 
God. ‘ 

And they will also be a factor in the 
answer to His prayer, “. . . that the 
world may know that thou hast sent 
me.” 


WEAVERVILLE, N, C. 
¥ 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ECAUSE of our subject this morn- 
ing, Caroline and I think it better 
to have her story next time. Instead, 
we will start by singing the first two 
verses of “The Church’s One Founda- 


tion.” Then we will learn 1 Corinthians 
3: 11. 
This quarter we are going to 


have several lessons on the Church. 
There is only one .Church recognized 
by God, and it is called “the church 

. which he hath purchased with his 
own blood” (Acts 20:28). This Church 
is composed of all believers in Christ, 
whether now on earth or already in 
Heaven. 

Sometimes the names of unsaved peo- 
ple get on church rolls here in this 
world, but God never counts them in 
the true Church. Some Christians do 
net join a local church, but still their 
names are in God’s record book, if they 
have been truly born again. 

Today’s lesson is on the Foundation 
of the Church. Let us turn to Mat- 
thew 16:13-17 and read it in unison. 
Here we learn that the Church has a 
rock foundation. Who is this Rock? It 
is Christ, the Son of the living God. 
Some people have mistakenly thought 
that the Lord meant Peter was the rock 
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upon which the Church was to be built, 
because the name Peter means “rock” 
or “stone.” But our Saviour used two 
different Greek words here. He said, “Thou 
art Petros, and upon this petra I will 
build my church.” Petros means “a stone” 
and petra means “a great rock or mass of 
stone,” such as that on which the city 
of Petra was built. Peter did not mis- 
understand what the Lord said. He 
knew that the Lord meant that the 
Church was to be built on Himself, the 
Son of the living God, and not upon 
Peter. Turn to 1 Peter 2:1-8. Here 
Peter calls all believers living stones, 
and then refers to Christ as the “chief 
corner store.” 

Only Christ could be the foundation 
of the Church. Because He was the Son 
of the living God, His atoning death had 
infinite value.. If He had been merely 
a man, even though absolutely perfect, 
His death could only have saved one 
other person. For the life of one man 
is no more valuable than that of an- 
other. But because Christ was God, 
His life was worth more than the lives 
of all His creatures put together. His 
atoning death and resurrection are the 
foundation facts upon which the Church 
is built. 

Any church which denies that Christ 
is the Son of God, or denies that He 
died for our sins and rose again, has 
no right to the name of church. Every 
member of the true Church acknowl- 
edges these facts. What does 1 Corin- 
thians 3:11 say about the one founda- 


tion? 


Now let us read Ephesians 2: 19-22. 
Paul says nothing here about Peter. 
He says that the household of God is 
built on the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being 
the chiefcorner stone. Ofcourse Peter was 
one of the apostles, but neither he nor any 
of the other apostles considered that he 
was more important than the others. 
All of them exalt Christ alone. 

Are all of you members of the true 
Church which is being built upon the 
Lord Jesus Christ and His great work 
on Calvary’s cross? If you are, then the 
lessons we are to have this quarter 
should be of great interest to you. It 
is a wonderful thing to belong to the 
Church of Jesus Christ, even in this 
world, and it is absolutely necessary if 
you are ever to reach Heaven. 

When my brother was in the army 
during World War II, he appreciated 
the world-wide fellowship of the 
Church in a new way. The first Sun- 
day he was,in Australia, he felt very 
lonely, but he knew that the Lord must 
have people there, so he determined to 
find some. Not knowing much about 
Australian churches, he called the China 
Inland Mission home, which was in the 
phone book, to ask them to suggest a 
good church. They not only did that 
but they invited him to dinner, and he 
found that they had often entertained 
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a missionary there who has been in our 
home many times! . My brother said he 
felt immediately at home with them 
and with the other Christians he met 
through them. In all of his army years 
he was constantly meeting other mem- 
bers of Christ’s Church and having de- 
lightful fellowship with them. He felt 
very sorry for the soldiers under the 
same stress as he was, but without the 
Lord and without the fellowship of 
other Christians. 

If you are a member of Christ's 
Church you have a bond with all other 
Christians, so you need never feel 
friendless or alone, as an unsaved per- 
son might. If you are not, enter the 
church today, by faith in Jesus Christ, 
and you will have part in its happy fel- 
lowship and its glorious future. 





During this quarter we are using the 
Scripture Catechism Card, “Conduct Toward 
Others,” 20c a dozen;, the book, “The 
Enemy Guest,” 60c; and’ the accompanying 
chorus sheets, 50c a dozen. If all three helps 
are ordered together from V. D. Gunderson, 
Ferndale, Wash., they may be had for $1, 
postpaid. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
we 


For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
When the Church Began (Matt. 16:13-18) 


O YOU know how old our church 

is? (The teacher should find out 
about the beginning of the local church, 
and tell briefly such items as might in- 
terest the children. This discussion may 
bring out the difference between the 
church as an organization and the 
church as a building. Draw an out- 
line of the church facade and write 
the age of the church on it.) You know 
of churches which Paul started in 
Philippi and Corinth. But where was 
the first church? In Jerusalem. (Not 
a church building, but the church group 
of believers. The Christians met in the 
Temple and in homes. Draw a domed 
building,, and write on it “over 1,900 
years ago.”) How many members were 
there? (Acts 1:15; 2:41, 47; 4:4.) 

Do you remember that in Paul’s Let- 
ter to the Corinthians he called the 
Christians a field of growing crops? (1 
Cor. 3:9b.) In the same verse he said 
they were also God’s building. Peter, 
too, wrote that all Christians were liv- 
ing stones being built into a spiritual 
house or church (1 Pet. 2:5). (Plan a 
drawing of a church made of blocks of 
stone. The foundation stones should be 
larger stones than those in the upper 
rows. In class start with what will be 
the cornerstone, and print JESUS 
CHRIST on it.) When did the Church 
—the spiritual Church made of people 
—really begin? 

One day while the Lord Jesus Christ 
was on earth, He asked His disciples 
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two questions. Charles, find the first 

question in Matthew 16:13, and ‘Carolyn, 

the answer; Susie, the second question, 

and, Ted, the answer. Now which one 

of those answers, do you think, would 

be the right answer for a church mem- 

ber to give? You are right! It is never 

enough to call the Lord Jesus Christ 
a good man, a great teacher, or a® 
prophet, though He was all of them 

(Matt, 19:16, 17; John 3:2, 3). See what 

the Lord said about Peter’s answer 

(Matt. 16:17, 18. Explain that the name, 

Peter, means “rock.”) Has God’s spir- 

itual church building begun? Yes, in 

goes Peter (a foundation stone). Did’ 
the other disciples believe this, too, and 

become part of this imaginary building? 

(John 6:67-71. Draw stones and print 

names of those. who are known, exclud- 

ing Judas. Here, with Judas as an ex- 

ample, you might explain that members 

of a loca] church may not be in God’s 

spiritual Church.) 

I want you to notice the first part of 
Matthew 16:19. Not only can Peter 
himself go into the Kingdom of Heaven 
but he can open the door for others. 
Next time we will see him using the 
key to let three thousand in, as he tells 
them about Christ, the Son of the living 
God. (Make a second row of stones.) 
We do not know the names of all the 
Christians who have been built into the 
temple of God, but there is Mary (Acts 
1:14. Let the children name others like 
Philemon, Onesimus, Lgdia, and write 
their names on stones here and there 
as several tiers aré drawn. Then write 
in the names of a few present-day 
Christians.) 

Are you a stone in this building? If 
the Lord should ask you the question 
He asked Peter and the others, what 
would you say? “Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God” (Matt, 16: 
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By Philip E. Howard, Sr. 


Thousands of copies of this 72-page book- 
let, attractively bound with blue paper 
cover, have been placed in the hands of 
busy Sunday school teachers and Christian 
workers. Ten chapters of instruction and 
inspirational reading await you. 


40 cents, postpaid. 
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“The Life That Wins,” which he wrote 
and which has had a world-wide ministry. 
Seventy-one pages bound in attractive dark 

red cloth with gilt-lettering. 








Fifty cents, postpaid 
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46, Memory Verse). (Rom. 10:9, 10 may 
also be used. Be praying that God will 
open children’s hearts, as He did Peter’s 
and Lydia’s, while you use the key.) 

Who lives in this spiritual house of 
living stones made up of all Christians 
who believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God? Listen carefully while 
I read Ephesians 2: 20-22. 

For Memory Verse review during the 
quarter, make keys of heavy colored 
paper, reference on one side, a key word 
on the other. Use “Son” for today’s 
verse because “Christ” appears in other 
verses, 

ORONO, MAINE, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
825 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1958 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
They Found No Fault in Him.—He 

is the head of the body, the church 
(Col. 1:18, Golgen Text). A minister 
once announced a men’s meeting in his 
church for the consideration of objec- 
tions to Christianity, and had the place 
full. The first critic held forth about 
. the fact that church members were no 
better than others, and did not express 
their faith in their lives. Another 
found joy in denouncing all the min- 
isters of all the churches, and others 
were vocal in accusing the church of 
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harboring hypocrites, and of being a 
rich man’s club. There were twenty- 
seven who took their turn in denounc- 
ing and deriding the church. When at 
last all the critics had said their say, 
the minister read through the whole 
list of their recriminations, and then 
folded the paper, saying, “Men, you 
have objected to us ministers, to the 
church, to church members, to the Bible, 
and other things, but you haven't said 
a word against my Master.” Then, in 
simple words, he preached Christ to 
them as the faultless One, and invited 
them to come to Him and accept Him 
as Lord and Saviour, and forty-nine 
of them responded.—From the Metho- 
dist Recorder. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng. Prize illustration. 


Crossless Preaching.—Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God 
(Matt. 16:16). With something of a 
shock we heard a)favorite preacher say: 
“I’m tired of these ‘Jesus’ men, in pul- 
pit and press. We hear too much about 
the ‘leadership of Jesus.’ We need to 
hear, instead, about the Saviourhood of 
Christ. I’ve had enough’ of the. men 
who speak beautifully about Jesus, but 
are silent about Christ.” Of course, 
that preacher’s point was well made. 
In these days of watering down the 
Gospel, we find over-many who are 
willing to extol the human qualities of 
Jesus, but who deny Him the crown 
rights as Christ, the Son of God and 
Saviour of men. Crossless preaching 
will never transform character and save 
the world.—From the Christian Herald. 
Sent by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sun- 
bury, Pa. 


The Rock Doesn’t Move.—Upon this 
rock I will build my church (Matt. 16: 
18). “Believe God’s love and power 
more than you believe your own feel- 


ings and experiences. Your rock is 


Christ, and it is not the rock that ebbs 
and flows but your sea.”—From an old 
saying of Samuel Rutherford, in the 
King’s Business. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


No Need for Fear.—The gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it (Matt, 16:18). 
The Washington Monument stood for a 
long time only partly built. Finally it 
was decided to complete it. There was 
doubt as to whether the foundation, 
laid so long before, would stand the 
enormous weight of stone required to 
complete the monument. To test the 
matter a system of strong cords was ar- 
ranged on the inside, with a pointed 
weight reaching down to a plate filled 
with soft wax. Any movement of the 
massive walls or any giving way of the 
foundation would be marked on the 
wax. One day the wax was examined 
and it was found to be marked alarm- 
ingly. There was great consternation. 
The great structure was certainly giving 
way, they thought. The matter was in- 
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vestigated, and it was found that an 
owl had flown into the top of the monu- 
ment and had gotten itself tangled up 
in the cords. The flapping of this owl 
had made all those alarming marks on 
the wax. Thus it is often with God’s 
people, when they look at the signs of 
the times. They fear the foundation of 
Zion is about to give way, but it is only 
some little owl that has gotten in, and 
gotten tangled, and made the marks.— 
From Christian Union Herald. Sent by 


* B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


The Bishop’s Use of the Keys.—And 
I will give unto thee the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven (Matt. 16:19). Bishop 
Asbury of the Methodist Church, trav- 
eling on horseback through South Caro- 
lina, many years ago, saw a Negro man 
sitting close to the edge of the forest, 
fishing with a line. This Negro was an 
old man called Punch, well known for 
his dissolute conduct and filthy speech. 
The Bishop, as soon as he saw him, pro- 
ceeded to dismount, tied his horse to a 
tree, and sat down by the bank, letting 
his feet hang over like Punch’s. Find- 
ing that the Negro was willing to talk, 
and pleased with his affability, he be- 
gan to talk to him about his soul’s con- 
cern. He told him about the ruin of 
the Fall, the result of sin, about the 
Redeemer, faith, and the invitations of 
Christ to the sinner to come to Him and 
live. Punch had never heard anything 
like it; and then the Bishop said, “I will 
sing you a song.” Punch was fond of 
singing, and the Bishop sang with him 
that hymn beginning, 2 

Plunged in a gulf of dark despair, 

We wretched sinners lay, 
Without one cheerful beam of hope 
Or spark of glimmering day. 

When he had sung through the hymn, 
he mounted his horse and resumed his 
journey. The Negro went home and 
masticated and digested what he had 
heard; and if you had been on the old 
plantation some months later, you would 
have seen the hut where the Negro 
lived crowded with the poor neglected 
sons of Africa; and who was preaching? 
Why, the Negro who had been fishing 
by the river. Months went on, the holy 
flame had spread, the overseer was 
alarmed, and went down to Punch’s 
cab’n to put a stop to it. He stopped 
outside to listen to what Punch was say- 
ing; conviction pierced his heart. He 
went in, fell on his knees and joined 
in prayer; and throughout that region 
the Gospel mightily spread. and pre- 
vailed.—From “Fifty Select Sermons by 
C. H. Spurgeon.” Sent by *Albert My- 
gatt, Axtell, Kans. + 


A Contradiction Explained.—Ye are 
no more strangers and foreigners (Eph, 
2:19). Someone turned to a dear old 
Chinese saint and asked, “Mr. Chang, 
how is it that Peter says, ‘I beseech you 
as strangers and pilgrims ...’ (1 Pet, 2: 
11), and Paul says, ‘Ye are no more 
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strangers and foreigners’?” Mr, Chang 
was puzzled for a moment, and the ques- 
tion was put, “Are you a stranger down 
here?” “Yes, even my own family 
hardly know me.” “When you meet 
the Lord Jesus, will He be a stranger?” 
A bright smile lit up hjs whole face, as 
he warmly replied, “Oh, no, He is my 
best Friend, I have known Him for over 
forty years.”"—From Choice Gleanings 
Calendar. Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans, 


Aa Necessary and Useful.—In whom 
ye also are builded together for an habi- 
tation of God through the Spirit (Eph. 
2:22). The carpenter’s tools were hav- 
ing a conference. Brother Hammer was 
acting as chairman, but the group soon 
informed him that he must leave, for he 
was too noisy. Brother Hammer said, 
“If I leave the carpenter shop, Brother 
Gimlet must go, too. He is so insignifi- 
cant that he makes little impression.” 
Little Brother Gimlet rose and said, “All 
right, I will go, but if I go, Brother 
Screw must go, also. You have to turn 
him around and around before you can 
get him to go anywhere.” “If you wish, 
I will go,” said Brother Screw, “but 
then Brother Plane must leave. All his 
work is on the surface—there is nbd 
depth to him.” To this Brother Plane 
replied, “Well, Brother Rule, you will 
have to withdraw, too, for you are al- 
ways measuring folks as though you 
were the only person who is _ right.” 
Brother Rule complained against Brother 
Sandpaper and said, “He should ‘leave 
because he is rougher than he ought to 
be. He is always rubbing people the 
wrong way.” In the midst of the heated 
discussion, the carpenter walked in. He 
put on his apron and walked to the 
bench. He employed the hammer, the 
gimlet, the screw, the plane, the rule, 
the sandpaper, and all the other tools. 
When the day’s work was over, he had 
completed a pulpit from which the Gos- 
pel would be preached.—From Baptist 
Leader. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, 
Hillsboro, Kans. 

ye 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


SN’T it fun to learn about the begin- 

nings of things? Do you remember 
the day you asked, “Mommy, where did 
I come from?” Have you ever won- 
dered about the beginning of milk, for 
example? Perhaps you had drunk milk 
for a long, long time before you finally 
wondered where it came from. Then, 
when you asked Mother, she probably 
told you all about it. Or, if you lived near 
enough to a farm, perhaps she took 
you out to see a farmer milking a cow. 
If you live wery close to a dairy where 
they have a rotolactor, you may have 
seen the modern, automatic way of 
milking cows. On a rotolactor, the cows 
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step on to a round, revolving platform 
that is very much like an over-size 
merry-go-round. After the cows are 
washed and dried, electric machines do 
the milking. What fun it is to see the 
foaming milk gush up into the big, 
clean bottles! What fun it is to see the 
cows hurry off the rotolactor and back 
down to their stalls. Yes, it is inter- 
esting to learn about the beginning of 
anything. 

Everything has a beginning, of course. 
Sometimes we forget that. It seems to 
us that our mothers and daddies, our 
schools, our churches, have always, al- 
ways been. But, no. Each one had a 
beginning. Because for many Sundays 
to come we shall be studying about the 
church, you are going to want to know 
—sooner or later—“Where did the church 
come from? When did it begin?” In- 
stead of waiting until later to find out, 
let us learn about the beginning of the 
church today, shall we? 

Before we go one bit further, there 
is one thing you should know about 
the church. When we speak of “the 
church” we are not thinking of the 
church building in which we are sitting. 
This, of course, is called a church. In 
the beginning of things, however, the 
word church referred, not to a building, 
but, to the people who were Christians. 
The Christians (the Church) met to- 
gether, as you know. That is why the 
Church (the Christians) became known 
as the church (the building). 


So as to help you understand, I have 
here some pieces of flannel in the shapes 
of stones, (Teacher will make these 
about 2x3 inches.) I want each of you 
to write your name (using these cray- 
ons) on one “stone.” (Their first names 
will be enough. If you know your chil- 
dren would be slow at doing this, pre- 
pare them in advance, but allow them 
to trace their names again right over 
your printing.) Now we will use our 
“stones” to build a building. (You will 
have to engineer this carefully, Teacher. 
Leave a holé at the bottom left hand 
corner.) Here is Timmy’s stone; here is 
Pamela’s; next is Doris’s; then Lois’s; 
now Danny’s. Up and up the stones go. 
Look. at that! See what a fine building 
we have? Each person has become a 
part of the building, hasn’t he? So it 
is with the Church. By receiving the 
Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour, we be- 
come a part of His family. The family 
of Christians.is known as the Church, 

Of course you have noticed that some- 
thing is missing in my building here. 
If a real building were built like mine 
is, with a hole at the bottom, it would 
soon collapse, wouldn’t it? Actually, I 
should not have even begun my build- 
ing without this first “stone.” What is 
the most important part of the Chris- 
tians—the Church? It is the Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself. As a matter of fact, 


the Bible refers to Him as the “chief 
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A Chemist and His Bible 


By Charles M. A. Stine, Ph.D., Sc.D., LL.D. 
A masterful booklet of logetics on 
the truth and wonders of the Bible by a 
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corner stone” (Eph. 2:20). It is on Him 
that all Christians are built. 

But when did the Church begin? It 
began when the Lord Jesus was here . 
on earth. One day Peter and He were 
talking together. God’s Son asked, 
“Who do men say that the Son of man 
is?” The disciples were quick to men- 
tion names that they had heard: “John 
the Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah, one of 
the other prophets.” Looking the dis- 
ciples straight in the eye, the Lord Jesus 
asked, “But as for you, who do you say 
that Iam?” It was Peter who answered 
at once, “You are the Christ, the Son 
of God, the living God.” 

The Lord Jesus knew that God had 
revealed to Peter that He, the Lord 
Christ, was God’s Son. So it was that 
He said, “Upon this .rock [Myself] I 
will build my church” (Matt. 16:18). 
There and then the Church began. And 
is has never stopped growing]! 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa, 
4 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents, 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 996) 

1. In the *region of Caesarea Philippi 
(Matt. 16:13). ; 

2. It was one of the periods of retire- 
ment, when.the Lord took His disciples 
away from the scenes of labor. 

3. The Son of man (v. 13). 

4. That He was John the Baptist or 
Elijah or Jeremiah or one of the other 
prophets (v. 14). 

5..He was enlightened by God to dis- 
cern the identity of the Lord Jesus 
Christ (v. 17). 

6.“The gates of hell shall not —=— 
against it” (v. 18). 

7. Eliakim (Isa, 22:22). 

8. It has to do with setting standards 
of conduct. 

9. A temple, or sanctuary (Eph. 2:21). 

10. By our union qith Christ (Eph. 
2:21, 22). 

ELMuurst, ILL. 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tiortal; and with each order of $3 or/ 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








Superintendent’s Guide, 1958. By 
Harry Edwards Bartow. (American 
Sunday-School Union, Philadelphia 3; 
75 cents.) Designed as a pocket manual 
for the busy Sunday school superin- 
tendent, this little booklet has been ably 
fulfilling its mission each year for many 
years. For each Sunday of the year, 
‘comments and suggestions on the Inter- 
national! Uniform Lesson are given in 
terse, pointed sentences that will sup- 
ply the superintendent with ammuni- 
tion for his message to the school. In 
addition, prayer suggestions, thoughts 
for quiet meditation, Scripture refer- 
ences to consider for home study, hymn 
suggestions, and hints for future activ- 
ities in the Sunday school are provided. 
A full page is devoted each month to 
suggestions for the month ahead, pro- 
gram plans for special days, and the like. 
An outline is also given for a workers’ 
conference each month, Miniature maps 
for each quarter, calendars for 1958 and 
1959, and lists of special days for these 
years are included. A “Superintendent’s 
Ready Record” form at the back of the 
Guide enables the superintendent to 
jot down his own ‘personal record of 
enrollment, attendance, and offerings for 
each Sunday of the year. ‘The binding 
is in sturdy cloth, and the size is 3% 
by 5% inches, 3/16 of an inch thick. 


‘that the Lord 
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They Met at Calvary. by W. E. Sang- 
ster. (Abingdon Press, Nashville 
Tenn., $2.) Why was Jesus Christ cru- 
cified? The motives that compelled the 
Pharisees, Sadducees, Roman _ procu- 
rator, traitor, and the ordinary people 
to combine their efforts to dispose of 
Jesus Christ are presented in a devo- 
tional study filled with spiritual food 
for the soul and practical lessons for 
daily living. The chapter entitled, “I 
was there too,” applies the same sins— 
jealousy, covetousness, self-seeking, big- 
otry, anxiety—to our hearts today, and 
presents the obedient death of the Son 
of God as the only means of expiation. 
The author, however, expresses the 
false idea that the shedding of blood 
was not necessary as an atonement for 
the soul and declares that if Christ had 
died by “hanging or stoning it would 
still have been the means of our salva- 
tion—so long as it had expressed his 
complete obedience to his Father’s will 
and his acceptance of God’s righteous 
judgment on sin.” 


Preparing To Be a Missionary. By the 
Rev. A. T. Houghton, M.A. (inter- 
Varsity Press, Chicago 10; $1.) Writing 
especially for young people who are 
seeking to find their place in the work 
is doing today, Mr. 
Houghton offers sound counsel, solidly 
based on the Word of God and on per- 
sonal experience in the missionary en- 
terprise. His style is direct and lucid; 
he knows the problems of preparation 
for the Lord’s service and of actually 
participating in the work, and he faces 
these problems earnestly ‘and = 
thetically. 

The author is well acquainted with 
the fact that conditions have changed 
on many mission fields in recent years, 
and his chapter on “The Requirements 
of the Church Overseas” is especially 
helpful in this regard. His presenta- 
tjon of the testings of the field, as well 
as of its opportunities, is realistic and 
objective, and the treatment of the can- 
didate’s preparation for ‘meeting both 
the testings and the opportunities is 
excellent. Mr. Houghton has made a 
real contribution to the literature for 
prospective missionaries, and any board 
could unhesitatingly recommend this 
little book to its candidates. 

Because the author is writing pri- 
marily for a British audience he uses 
a few terms which may be unfamiliar 
to some American readérs, but this 
should cause no great misunderstand- 
ing. It is perhaps more unfortunate 
that he says “statistics show that prob- 
ably at least fifty per cent of mission- 
aries remain abroad for only ore, or 
ai. most two, periods of service” (p. 91). 
No documentation is given for these 
figures, and the author’s statement is 
so qualified as to be suspect. Such 
figures are often quoted in missionary 
meetings in this country, but they al- 
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ways seem to be difficult to track down. 
As a matter of fact, a recent survey 
shows that less than twenty-five per 
cent of the missionaries sent out from 
the U.S. by evangelical missions fail to 
serve more than two terms. 


Christian Personal Ethics. By Carl 
F. H. Henry, Th.D., Ph.D. (Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, 
Mich., $6.95.) Dr. Henry has writ- 
ten a major work in the field of Chris- 
tian conduct. A survey of the positions 
of unbelief provides the readers With 
a perspective for the rest of the book 
—since speculative ethics finds prob- 
lems but no answers, Christian ethics 
must rest solidly upon the Bible. Chris- 
tian ethics faces the sin question, solves 
that question in the atonement of Cal- 
vary, and realizes its power in the re- 
generate life. As to particular points, 
Dr. Henry finds fault with Christians 
who too readily adopt an outward 
standard of conduct, and insists that 
the Biblical emphasis is on the heart 
attitude. While the details of eschatol- 
ogy do not concern him in this volume, 
when he speaks of the coming of Christ 
he is premillennial in his viewpoint. 

The author has written a large vol- 
fume on a vast subject. It would be an 
easy matter to find small points for 
criticism and suggestion. However, this 
reviewer would suggest that, in future 
editions, Dr. Henry might consider more 
fully what he calls “the Keswick doc- 
trine.” On this subject much study has 
been done by Charles G. Trumbull, 
Robert C. McQuilkin, and Evan Hop- 
kins, and yet these names do not appear 
once in the entire volume. 

This book will provoke discussion, and 
its insights will prove to be enlighten- 
ing in that discussion, for the author 
has sought to ground his ethics in the 
infallible Word. 


The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1958 
AVE you discovered what a valuable 


tool THE SunpAy ScHoo.t Times In- 
ternational Uniform Lesson List can be 


in your class or school? The list of 1958 . 


lessons is now ready. Many superin- 
tendents and teachers have found in 
other years that these lists in the hands 
of each pupil can be a real encourage- 
ment toward lesson preparation at home, 
When used in the regular Synday school 
sessions instead of lesson leaflets, they 
may stimulate pupils to use the Bible 
itself rather than printed excerpts from 
it. Some superintendents find the list 
convenient to hand to substitute teach- 
ers as a guide for their lesson prepara- 
tion. 

The 1958 Lesson List is/ once again 
offered in convenient, pocket-size form. 
It lists all the International Uniform 
Lessons in the year in chronological or- 
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der. Over-all lesson titles are given, 
with the Scripture references and 
Golden Texts and devotional readings. 
Specific topics for the various depart- 
ments of the Sunday school are also 
shown, with the Scripture reference for 
each, where these differ from the over- 
all Scriptures. 

Why not order a supply of the 1958 
Lesson List now and have them ready 
for next year’s use? The closing weeks 
of the year are often crowded—and 
forgetful—and ordering now will insure 
having your lists in good time. They 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, $2 a 
dozen, or $16 a hundred, from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 325 N. 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5, 


The Prince of Peace 
(Continued from second page) 
has never been obtained on earth, he 
added that the “Cambridge Modern His- 


tory” includes a large volume on “The 
Wars of Religion.” He seemed quite 
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sure that the world will never see peace 
on earth on Scriptural terms, 

Thus we are brought face to face with 
a situation that is preparing the world 
for another prince of peace and another 
crisis that will sift Christendom as Juda- 
ism was shaken by the coming of Christ 
in the first century. Completely over- 
looking our Lord’s prediction of con- 
tinued “wars and rumours of wars” 
(Matt, 24:6), “St is the popular notion 
today that the church must evolve a 
religious program that will provide the 
world with peace and _ brotherhood 
which it urgently needs. 

The careful student of Scripture has 
not been left unprepared for this turn 
of events. Jesus predicted that false 
christs would offer themselves prior to 
His return. One such deceiver will gain 
world-wide acceptance. “I am come in 
my Father’s name, and ye receive me 
not: if another shal] come in his own 
name, him ye will receive” (John 5:43). 
There is good reason to believe that 
this pretender will come as a great 
peacemaker. This may be the prophetic 
significance of the rider on the white 
horse ;(Rev. 6:2). Since the next rider 
has wer “to take peace from the 
earth” (Rev. 6:4), the first one must 
have brought peace. It seems that he 
conquers by peace. Conquest through 
peace propaganda is a well-known tac- 
tic in modern times. 

The world will evidently be lulled to 
sleep prior to the return of Christ by 
the confident assurance that the age of 
“peace and safety” has at last come (1 
Thess. 5:3). This hope will be short- 
lived, but, until the rude awakening, the 
world still rejecting Christ will rest in 
the wisdom of its own conceit. 

As God’s people of the first century 
were faced with the necessity of identi- 
fying Christ Jesus as their Messiah, so 
believers today must discern the dif- 
ference between a delusive program for 
peace~and the Scriptural teaching to 
wait for the return of the Prince of 
Peace. 

Once the church accepts the responsi- 
bility of bringing peace to this troubled 
world, it is on the road to embracing 
the false christ. Assuming that it is 
our task to bring peace on earth, some 
religious leaders are asking that Chris- 
tians lead the way to world brotherhood 
by uniting on an equality with other 
religions. Thus Christ Jesus is -to be 
placed on a level with the other great 
religious leaders of history. A great 
peacemaker will be ‘heeded to head this 
broad brotherhood. As the first cen- 
tury apostasy was culminated in the 
rejection of the Prince of Peace, so in 
the last days all religious apostasy will 
reach its climax in the acceptance of 
the coming false prince of peace. 

As our Lord met the temptation to 
seek the kingdom by the road of com- 
promise (Matt. 4:8-10), so the Chureh 
is approaching the same critical deci- 
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sion in the face of the growing demand 
for a religious program that will pro- 
duce world peace. The Christian must 
firmly insist that there is no peace apart 
from the Cross. The crucified Christ 
will return, and those’ who wait for the 
coming of the Lord’s Christ, like Anna 
and Simeon of old, will see His salva- 
tion, 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, January 5 


1. Who Do You Think You Are? 
(Psas. 144:3, 4; 19; 1 Cor. 15) 
Topics are copyrighted by the Interna- 


tional Society of Christian Endeavor, and 
are used by permission. 


HE new year in our young people’s 
group begins with a series of three 
topics on the theme, “Look in the Mir- 
ror!” We may obey this injunction in 
one of three ways—(1) we can look with 
an attitude of arrogance, or self-satis- 
faction, rather pleased with or proud 
of what we see; (2) we can look to de- 
termine what are our faults and blem- 
ishes; (3) we can look with the care- 
lessness or indifference, which James 
describes, “For he beholdeth himself, 
and goeth his way, and straightway 
forgetteth what manner of man he was” 
(Jas, 1:24). 
we 

Now what is the mirror into which 
we are to look? The mirror of our own 
opinion of ourselves is not trustworthy, 
for we are always ready to make allow- 
ances and excuses for ourselves. If we 
look into the mirror of our friends’ 
opinion of us, it is possible that we may 
be deceived, for they may be somewhat 
blind or tolerant of our faults, and too 
generous in praise of our virtues. If we 
look into the mirror of the opinion of 
our enemies, we may find them too 
severe in their criticism of us, and too 
sparing of praise. There is, however, 
one impartial and absolutely true mir- 
ror that God has given to man. It is 
His Word (Jas. 1:25). Only there may 
we see ourselves as we really are. And 
when we look carefully and consider 
honestly what we see there, we shall 
find that it is not a very pleasant pic- 
ture. 

oe 

Although man was created perfect 
and, with all of God's creation, was 
pronounced “very good” (Gen, 1:31), 
yet when he disobeyed God and fell 
from his original state, man became 
imperfect, unreliable, and with a°ten- 
dency and desire to do evil. The Bible 
describes unregenerate man as: 

Born with an evil nature (Psa, 51:5; 
Eph. 2:3; John 15:14). 

Deceitful (Jer. 17:9). 
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Opposed to God and to His will (Rom, 
8:7; 3:20; Jas, 2:10, 11). 

Unable to please God (Rom. 8:8). 

Loving sin rather than righteousness 
(John 3:19). 

Defiant (Rom, 1:32). 

Filled with evil (Mark 7:21-23; Rom. 
1: 28-31). ‘ 

Vain and unstable (Psa. 144:4), 


“Nevertheless, God’s picture of man is 
not all dark. His Word shows someg 
marvelous contrasts with man’s fallen 
and unregenerate state. In spite of all 
man’s failure and sin and corruption, 
he is still the object of God’s love and 
care, and, through Christ, God has done 
what only God can do to redeem and 
restore man to the high calling for 
which he was created. 


The Scriptures tell us that God pities 
a man like a father pities his children 
(Psa. 103:13). He loves him and re- 
gards him so highly that He was willing 
to give His Son that man might be re- 
deemed. (John 3:16). If man will be- 
lieve on His Son and receive Him, God 
will: 

Give to us eternal life (John 10:28; 
17:2; Rom, 6:23). 

Make it possible for man to be 
adopted into the family of God as His 
dear children (Rom, 8:15). 

Give us a new nature through Christ 
(2 Cor, 5:17). 4 

Justify us, so that.there is no judg- 
ment or condemnation standing against 
us (Rom, 8:33; 1 Cor. 6:11). 

Make us joint heirs. with His Son, 
Jesus Christ (Rom, 8:16, 17; Gal, 4:7; 
Titus 3:7). 

Provide for all our needs (Phil. 4:19), 

Withhold from us no good thing (Psa. 
84:11). 

Enable us, through His Spirit, to over- 
come the law of sin and death (Rom. 
8:2). 

Make it possible for us to live a life 
of obedience pleasing to God (Rom, 8: 
3, 4). 

Establish us and make us fruitful 
(Psa. 1:3). ; 

Raise us up after death, or if we are 
still alive when the Lord returns, catch 
us up to be with the Lord forever (2 
Cor. 4:14; 1 Thess, 4:16, 17), 

pd 

Thus we may see in God’s mirror that 
although there is nothing in us that is 
worthy of praise, nevertheless as God 
looks upon us through the merits of His 
Son we become that for which He cre- 
ated us—lords of creation and the heirs 
of salvation, and the objects of God’s 
tenderest care and provision, 

Dear to the heart of God? 
Dearer I could not be, 


For in the person of His Son 
I'm just as dear as He. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lessen Committee. 


December 30 to January 5 


Mon., Dec. 30.—Isa, 28:14-18. 
The Lorg’s Foundation. 


PraYer Succestions: “Behold, I lay in 
Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried 
stone, a precious corner stone, a sure 
foundation: he that believeth shall not 
make haste.” This amazing type of 
Christ as the great and sure founda- 
tion of all hope of salvation and bless- 
ing still has greater wonders of God’s 
mercy to unveil in the future. The 
holy and spiritual temple being built 
on Christ, for the glory of His name in 
the salvation of souls and sanctification 
and glorification of His Church, will be 
accomplished miraculously. Let your 
interest in the incarnate God, your Sav- 
iour, move you to. build upon Christ the 
Great Foundation of the prophets and 
apostles “‘gold, silver, precious stones” 
but never with “wood, hay, stybble” (1 
Cor. 3:12). Pray for blessing upon 
churches observing the Universal Week 
of Prayer. 


Tues., Dec, 31.—Psa. 11:1-7. 
The Holy Temple. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The Lord is in 
his holy temple.” The Psalmist found 
rest of heart in the knowledge of God’s 
glorious attributes. God’s watchcare 
over him comforted his heart. The 
Lord’s “eyes behold, his eyelids try, the 
children of men.” Take comfort in the 
knowledge that God is observing you 
and that even your trials are blessed. 
“The righteous Lord loveth righteous- 
ness; his countenance doth*behold the 
upright” (v. 7). Pray for more steadi- 
ness of soul in the disturbances of life. 


Wed., Jan. 1—Matt. 16:13-19. 
Christ Builds His Church. 
PRAYER SucGcESTIONS: “I will build my 
church.” Peter’s Spirit-directed confes- 
sion of Christ, as God manifest in 
flesh, brought forth from the lips of our 
Lord a statement of His glorious pur- 
pose to build “an habitation of God 
through the Spirit” (Eph, 2:22), which 
He calls “my church.” This “church 
of God .. . he hath purchased with his 
own blood” (Acts 20:28). He is head 
over her (Eph. 1,22). Its formation, 
completion, effective ministries, and tri- 
umphs and glories are all His work. 
Pray that there may be “glory in the 
church by Christ Jesus” in our time, 


Thurs., Jan. 2.—Eph. 2:19-22. 
Christ, the Corner Stone. 
PRAYER SuccesTIons: “Built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ himself being the chief 
corner stone.” The Gospel and the 





Church’s foundation is Christ. He 
stands out as the most conspicuous: fea- 
ture of her foundation as chief corner- 
stone. Constantly look 'to Him for faith 
(Gal, 2:20), for hope (1 Cor. 15), and 
for love (Eph, 3:19); for salvation, vic- 
tory, and security (Acts 4:12); and also 
for sanctification and glorification (1 
Thess. 5:23; Rom. 8:17, 30). “Precious” 
corner stone (1 Pet. 2:6). Pray that 
Christ’s glory may become more real to 
you every passing day. 


Fri., Jan. 3.—Col. 1:18-20, Christ, the Head. 


PRAYER SvucGesTions: “The head.” 
Christ is not only head over all things 
to the church, which is His body, but 
head also over all principality and 
power. Angels and men before Him fai) 
and devils fear and flee. He is the 
“head of every man” (1 Cor. 11:3). As 
head of the Church do you let Christ 
do all the directing of your life and 
labors? The great essential for revival 
in churches is now, as ever it has been, 
new and full obedience to the holy, 
righteous, perfect will of the Lord. 
Pray for revival on God’s terms for your 
church, 


Sat., Jan. 4.—Acts 4:5-92. 
‘The Only Saviour. 
PraYER Succestions: “Neither is there 
salvation in any other: for there is none 
other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved.” Sal- 
vation is of God, by Christ only, will- 
ingly given upon Gospel terms to all 
who call upon the name of the Lord 
who came in flesh to atone for our sin 
on the cross. This is the good news 
of the Gospel. “The grace of God that 
bringeth salvation hath appeared to all 
men” (Titus: 2:11). “The salvation 
which is in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim, 2:10) 
is not by works, “it is the gift of God” 
(Eph, 2:8). “For there is no difference 
between the Jew and the Greek: for 
the same Lord over ail is rich unto all 
that call upon him” (Rom. 10:12).\Pray 
for the Sudan Interior Mission, New 
York, 


Sun., Jan. 5.—1 Cor. 3:1-11, 
Fellow Workmen. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “For we are 
labourers together with God.” Paul’s 
claim to be ministering in the will of 
God is sufficiently substantiated by 
the divine record in the Epistles. As 
a believer you are created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works: if you fulfill 
the same, you also are a worker “to- 
gether with God.” Are you rich in 
good works, being fruitful and 
abounding in them? Do you show 
forth fruits of repentance and right- 
teousness by works of faith and labors 
of love? If so, you are then in union 
with God. Be sure to have works’ 
that follow you after your departure 
from this life. Pray for the Evan- 
gelical Mission to Uruguay, Inc., 
Fresno, Calif. 
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